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“The Lord Himself” 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


The Lord himself shall descend ... and we shalt 
- meet the Lord in the air.—z Thess. 4: 16, 17 


For wonders above and below, 
The pouring of vials of judgment, 
The sounding of trumpets of woe; 
It is not for a Day we are looking, 
Not even the time yet to be 
When the earth shall be filled with God's glory 
As the waters cover the sea: 
It is not for a King we are longing 
To make the world-kingdoms His own; 
It is not for a Judge who shall summon 
e nations of earth to His throne. 


= IS not for a sign we are watching,— 


Not for these, though we know they are coming; 
For they are but adjuncts of Him 

Before whom all glory is clouded, 
Beside whom all splendor grows dim. 

We wait for the Lord, our Beloved, 
Our Comforter, Master and Friend, 

The substance of all that we hope for, 
Beginning of faith and its end; 

We watch for our Saviour and Bridegroom, 
Who loved us and made us His own; 

For Him we are looking and longing: 
For Jesus, and Jesus alone. 








Why We Are Safe 


Omanipotence is the secret of our faith. Any 
one who faces the facts that are revealed in the 
Word of God about Jesus Christ the omnipotent 
and his all-sufficient work for sinners can have a 


hell-defying, sin-defying faith. For he recognizes 
that the omnipotent Christ and Saviour and Con- 
queror is making it His responsibility to care for 
him. Best of all, Christ cares for us by making 


His life our life,—that is, by making Himself our 
hfe. 


“Then,” as one has truly said, “shall all His 





Ss become ours, and we can defy our foes 
to touch Him.” If Christ is undefeatable, then while 
we let Christ wholly counteract our sinful nature 
by his indwelling presence we are undefeatable. One 
who is safely behind a really bomb-proof. shelter 
need have no fear of injury by the bombs. One 
who is safely behind and within Christ need have 
no fear of injury by any of the fiery darts of the 


evil one. 
Fat 


When Telling the Truth 


Truth-telling may do great harm. Yet truth- 
telling need never do harm; it may always be made 
to do good; and nothing but the truth ovght ever 
to be told. President Hadley, of Yale, recently paid 
a high tribute to the unswerving truthfulness of his 
predecessor, President Timothy Dwight, whose re- 
cent death has touched a world-wide circle of friends. 
Then Dr. Hadley went on to say that when he 
was once talking over with the older man, who 
scorned duplicity, a certain diplomatic mission of 
some delicacy, Hadley said, “If the issue is forced 
upon us we must, I think, tell the truth.” “Yes,” 
said President Dwight; “but even then not butt end 
foremost.” In other words, as Dr. Hadley adds, 
the truth should be told in a form in which it can 
be understood and received. It is there to find ac- 
ceptance, rather than to create antagonism. If we 
sometimes have difficulty getting other people to see 
truth that we see, is the trouble with the truth, or 
with the other people, or with ourselves? 


x 


Doing God’s Wills 

To do the will of God we must know the wills 
of God. We settle the question of doing his will 
when we make an unconditional surrender of our 
life to the mastery of Jesus Christ. “Surrender” 


bd 


means accepting God’s will now and always as the 
supreme purpose of our life. What the Son said 
to the Father, “Lo, I am come to do thy will,” we 
all have the Christ-empowered privilege of saying 
to the Son. But when we have settled that question 
once for all, as we can at any moment, then there 
rests upon us the lifelong privilege and obligation 
of doing that which God would have us do for the 
present moment. God said a wonderful thing con- 
cerning David when he declared, “I have found 
David the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who 
shall do all my witls,”’—for that is the meaning of 
the Greek in Acts 13:22. The Twentieth Centu 

New Testament renders it, “who will carry out all 
my purposes.” God is looking for such persons to- 


day. 
> at 
God’s Agents 


God’s workers on earth are those whom he has 
saved. He needs them in his earthly work; he has 
ordained that the evangelizing of the world shall 
depend upon them. When a godly Christian teacher 
died in a Virginia college, the president of that in- 
stitution quoted the translation of Psalm 116: 15: 
“Costly in the eyes of Jehovah is death to his men 
of kindness.” As Delitzsch said, “The death of his 
saints is not cheap to God.” It was Jesus who said 
that a planet would be a poor exchange for a soul, 
So we can well believe that it is tremendously costly 
in- Jehovah’s eyes when, for any reason, he must 
take a “separated” and “kindly” life, one who is 
indeed a member of the body of Christ, from the 
earth, to put “a personality in abeyance until the 
resurrection.” It is a striking fact that no mention 
is made in Genesis of the death of the descendants 
of Cain; but of all the godly sons of godly Seth 
it is said, “And he died.” Are we looking at our 
own present place of opportunity on earth as God 
looks at it? 


% 


Is the Truth of Our Lord’s Return a Practical 
Matter for To-Day ? 


man who is a consecrated Christian and deeply 

interested in organized Christian work. As 
we were in conversation I had occasion to mention 
the subject of the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and I asked whether he had ever given any 
special study to this truth. “No,” said he, “I have 
had to be a practical man all my life. As a business 
man I have had to confine myself to practical mat- 
ters. I have never studied that subject.” 

On another occasion I occupied a seat on a subur- 
ban train with a Philadelphia lawyer. The subject 
of Christ’s Second Coming was the theme of a series 
of meetings being held that week in the church which 
he attended. As we spoke together about this 
truth, he said, “I have never been specially inter- 
ested in speculative matters of that sort.” 

Some years earlier, when leading a Sunday-school 
teachers’ meeting in a local church, I inquired how 
many of those present had specially studied the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ. One woman, a very earnest 
and active teacher, said positively: “I have never 
studied it, and I am not interested in it. The only 
thing that interests me is to, be busy here in this 
life doing God’s will; and if I am doing that I shall 
be ready when He coms, whenever that may be.” 

These three views, of two men and one woman, 
all of them Christians, are typical of the attitude 
of many Christian people to-day. 

It was about five years ago, when, as I was visit- 
ing in the home of my friend, Robert E. Speer, 
and had been telling Mrs. Speer’s mother (Mrs. 


Az: years ago I was in the office of a business 





_ At a Bible and Prophetic Conference held in Toronto 
in March the Editor of The Sunday School Times gave, by 
invitation, the address that is published. It was 
stegngpeoniceny reported by The Evangelical Christian 
and issionary Witness, of Toronto, and appears in the 
une number of that journal,—by the courtesy of whose 
ditor, Mr. R. V. Bingham, it is now given to the readers 
of The Sunday School Times. 


Bailey, of Harrisburg, who has since then gone to 
be with her Lord), about the blessed way in which 
Christ had recently revolutionized my life through 
an utterly new experience, she said quietly to me: 
“Mr. Trumbull, have you ever specially studied the 
subject of the Second Coming of Christ?” 

“No,” said I, “I have not.” 

“Do so,” she earnestly replied; “and do so at once; 
it is the key to the Bible.” e 

I had never heard any one speak in that way be- 
fore—or if I had it had made no impression upon 
me. “How can I study it?” I asked. “What books 
should I get?” One book that she mentioned was 
“Jesus is Coming,” by W. E. Blackstone. I took 
my friend at her word, and started with my new 
study soon after. 

Now, I can only speak as a beginner in this great 
and wonderful field of prophecy. But I can speak 
as one who, from what little he has already found 
in the Word of God concerning the Return of our 
Lord, has been enabled to realize what a sad mistake 
is being made by such persons as those three whom 
I quoted just now, who seem to think that an intel- 
ligent knowledge of the subject of the Lord’s Re- 
turn has no practical bearing upon present-day life; 
because to me there came another great revolution 
as the Lord showed me the tremendous bearing of 
this wonderful truth upon practical, present-day life. 

May I run over a few personal experiences of 
my own, to illustrate how and why I know this 
subject is a practical one? 

I was brought up as a boy in a Christian home to 
revere the Lord’s Day, and to look upon it as one 
of the bulwarks of Christianity and civilization; and 
I used to rejoice in the fact that in the United States, 
as also in Great Britain and Canada, the Lord’s Day 
was really observed, as it was not, for example, on 
the Continent of Europe. When, with my father, 
I took my first trip abroad, visiting both London and 








Paris, I was much ingseiend with the difference 
between the Parisian” y, which had 
‘nothing but a 


my travels 
there the Lord’s Day was quite < 
where I lived—more like a Continental Sunday. It 
made me somewhat ~ i Y 

Years went by, and found oe hate Day 
sentiment was decreasing even in our Eastern states ; 
that they were opening the theaters on Sunday, al- 
lowing what they called sacred concerts, which were 
anything but sacred. There seemed to be a general 
increase of the worldly spirit. I was sure it was 
going to come out all right in the end; but I could 
net account for the movement in the ite direc- 
tion. Yet I kept saying to myself, “It’s going to 
be all right, of course, because Christianity is going 
to prevail.” 

I read a series of magazine articles in which a 
well-known writer took up church conditions and 
spiritual life. He claimed that church conditions 
were very lamentable, that religious life was declin- 
ing rather than improving; and he did this in an 
‘honest, open-minded way. He gave what purported 
to be facts; but I said to myself, “It’s ‘up to me’ 
to show how mistaken this man is. I must do it 
, some time. The church is all right. Christianity 
is going to prevail.” Yet I confess that I dreaded 
getting into the subject, because I did not quite 

ow how I was going to get out. 

I read also another magazine article, entitled, 
“Blasting at the Rock of Ages,” in which the writer 
endeavored to show that in our colleges the ma- 
jority of the professors‘ were sowing seeds of un- 
belief. He took his proof from the lips of the pro- 
fessors themselves. He made out a pretty good 
case; but I said to myself: “This is all nonsense. 
He has just taken a few detached sentences, not 
representative of the men who spoke them and not 
representative of our educational institutions. I 
shall be able to clear this up some time.” 

One day one of the office staff of The Sunday 
School Times made the suggestion, “Would it not 
be well to take up in our paper a live topic that will 
interest every one, such as child labor .and factory 
conditions? Here is a big problem which is cer- 
tainly the business of a religious paper, and of the 
Church of Christ.” I said I would think about it. 
I rather shrank from entering upon it; yet was it 
not the duty of the church to solve such problems? 

I went on, facing these actual, not imaginary 
problems that current literature and everyday events 
were bringing before me. 
‘ * 'Let'me now go back to that leading business man 
who, when asked if he had ever studied the subject 
of our Lord’s Second Coming, replied that he had 
not had time for such a thing, having had to be 
a practical man all his life. Shortly after the Euro- 
pean war broke out that man said to a friend that 
the outbreak of this tragic war had well-nigh shaken 
his Christian faith, He could not understand it; 
to him it was unexplainable. He had been giving 
his life and his money for the Christianizing of the 
world, and for the preventing of any such war as 
this. . 

Now, is it practical so to ignore a truth which is 
given to us throughout the Word of God, that when 
that which God’s Word has plainly foretold comes 
to pass we wonder whether our entire Christian 
faith has not been a mistake? Many a Christian has 
a lesson to learn, that to ignore this truth is the 
most unpractical thing that a clear-seeing business 
man of affairs can do. 

I found, after I had taken the advice of Mrs. 
Speer’s mother and had begun to study the truth 
of the Lord’s Return, that these problems were 
cleared up in a way so satisfying, so illuminating, 
and so final, that the unrest, the uneasiness, the fog 
and confusion of my mind were taken away. I 
found that there was nothing in God’s Word to 
the effect that the observance of the Lord’s Day 
was going to increase in this age, until we finally 
had a Sabbath-keeping world. I found that what 
my magazine writer had said as to “Blasting at 
the Rock of Ages” in the colleges of our land was 
not only true, but was foretold, and was a clear 
fulfilment of prophecy; that for me to say it was 
not true was a most “visionary” thing. I realize 
now that the man who wrote the magazine article 
had gotten at facts, real facts, as to the increasing 
movement away from Christ. And the other maga- 
zine writer, who treated of the life of the churches, 
had also given facts—though I had unintelligently, 
with superficial and impractical optimism, supposed 
at the time they were not facts. 

When I saw the Bible truth as to the foretold 
apostasy of the Christian church, I no longer 
wondered; I was no longer confused. God’s Word 
gave me the answer. Prophecy was being fulfilled, 
confirmed in the articles which I had read. I found 
as a practical man that I could not intelligently 
follow current events unless I had a clear under- 
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ag ee aa 
was until I had studied the truth of the Lord’s Re- 
turn. Then I found that it was not our Lord’s Com- 


be to start up a blind alley. 
Bee Ck Scofield illustrated this point the other 
day at a luncheon table. A business man asked 


waited for his answer. He illustrated his thought 
from Peter’s experience on 5: 12-16). Peter was 
doing the Lord’s will after Pentecost, and among 
other things was not only healing s a pg on 
souls to Christ—but was empowered by “God to hea 
bodies as well,to improve their conditions, so much so, 
that people brought “sick folks, and then which were 
vexed with unclean spirits,” that “at least the shadow 
of Peter passing by might overshadow some one of 
them.” Said Dr. Scofield : “God undoubtedl 

ored the sincere faith of these people, even through 
the shadow of Peter. But,” he said, “that was a by- 
product of Peter’s work. Suppose Peter, realizing 
that God was working through his shadow, had said 
to the other apostles, ‘Now. we have found ovr 
work. On sunny days announce that we shall walk 
along the streets and let our shadow fall upon sick 
people.’ In doing this they would have gotten far 
away from the will of God; and their work would 
have gone to pieces, as does the work of the Church 
of Christ when it turns aside from its true business 
of soul-winning to the shadow-business of improv- 
ing temporal conditions.. Yet a certain amount of 
shadow business is all right, so long as it is merely 
incidental.” 

It is not that a Christian man has. never to interest 
himself in making temporal conditions better. He 
ought to do this under certain circumstances—as an 
introduction to the Gospel, as a way..of winning men 
to himself and to Christ; but all the time he: must, 
if he would be practical, keep.a clear head and re- 
member that this is not his chief duty. That is to 
preach Christ and to call out from the world into 
Christ all who will come. 

So you see, some of my perplexing problems have 
never been taken out of the pigeon-holes, where 
long ago I stored them “for.further attention.” They 
never will be taken out; they have been solved for 
me. 

Efficiency is the great word to-day. -We must learn 
how to capitalize our energy at 100 percent. Well, 
if a person wants to be efficient he must know the 
truth as to our Lord’s Return. Ignorance of this 
subject means inefficiency while on this earth. ' If 
we want to know, first of all, what our. duty is, and, 


hon- - 
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as future results, we must know what God has said 
concerning our Lord’s Return. That Christian 
woman who said in the Sunday-school teachers’ 
meeting that she was not interested in the subject, 
but she was interested in her present duty, did not 
realize that she could not know her present duty, 
and, therefore, of course, could not be sure of do- 
ing it, until she knew what God has revealed as to 
the real work and mission of the Church in this 
age, in relation to the consummation of the age 
_at Christ’s comi 4 

I found that I had never understood my Bible 
until I to see the truth of our Lord’s , res 
My friend's word to me, “It is the key to the Scrip- 
tures,” is absolutely true; and what a marvelous 
key it is to the marvelous Book! So, also, we can- 


not know what we ought to pray for until we see 
this truth. And as for missions, you know the old, 
threadbare statement, made in all sincerity by some 
even to-day, that belief in the personal return of 
our Lord to usher in the millennium “cuts the nerve 
of the foreign missionary enterprise”? That simply 
is not true, tho Satan would like us to believe 
it. One cannot wholly intelligent on missions, 
much less be a wholly efficient missionary, unless he 
knows the truth of the Second Coming. As Mr. 
R. V. Bingham (Editor of The Evangelical Chris- 
tian, of Toronto) has well said: 

“Undertaking missionary work without study of 
the prophetic teaching is like a builder without an 
architect erecting a. building without plans. Study- 
ing prophecy without doing missionary work is in 
contrast like an architect without a builder devoting 
his time to studying plans which are never executed. 

The knowledge of the Lord’s Return is the secret 
of intelligent missionary activity, and missionary 
activity is the only true outlet be the knowledge of 
the Lord’s Return. 

Some have had the experience of being brought 
into the truth of the Lord’s Return only after the 
Lord himself has succeeded in coming in His ful- 
nesseinto their life. There are many Christians, you 
know, saved completely from the penalty of sin, re- 
joicing in Christ as their Saviour, yet who are not 
saved from the power of their sin. They are saved 
but defeated, living day after day in habitual defeat, 
and not realizing that the Lord Jesus makes two 
offers—freedom from the “penalty: of their sin, and 
‘én the same terms (his exclusive work being ac- 
cepted by faith) freedom from the power of their 
sin. When the Lord showed me that a few years 
ago, it was then only that he was able to show ‘me 
this other truth, A young woman writing to a 
friend the other day’said: “Since-I have learned to 
know the Lord Jesus in His fulness, I have so much 
wanted to know the Book of ‘the Revelation.” . May 
God bind these two things together for all of us! 
It has to be something tremendously practical to 
overcome the power of our sin. May we, with the 
indwelling Christ reigning in our hearts, by sur- 
render and faith be guarded from stumbling, that 
we may be “set before the presence of his glory 
without blemish in exceeding joy,” “and not be 


ashamed before him at his coming.” 





What Do We Know About 
the Life After Death ? 


Does the Bible anywhere tell what becomes of the 
spirit after the death of the body and during the time 
of waiting for the resurrection of the body’—A Ken- 
tucky Sunday-school Teacher. 


Those who have received Christ as Saviour go, 
upon death, immediately into his presence, with all 
the unspeakable blessing and joy that this means. 
Paul makes this plain when, writing to the Philip- 
pians (1:23) concerning the question whether he 
preferred to die or to live on, he said, “Having the 
desire to depart and be with Christ; for it is very 
far better.” 


Can Spirits Be Bodiless ? 


If dead believers are at 


aie , resent alive in glory, they 
must be spiritual bodies, 


or a bodiless personality is 
an inconceivable thing. Even angels have ies, 
though doubtless of a very refined substance. But the 
int is this: If our dead liends are now living in spir- 
itual forms or bodies, what need have they for another 
spiritual body in the resurrection? I cannot seem to 
reconcile the hope of being alive*4s spirit beings after 
bodily death, with the resurrection hope as set forth 
in the Scriptures——A Puzzled Californian. 


We can accept many things revealed ‘to us in the 
Word of God which our limited human minds can- 
not “reconcile.” And God’s Word reveals to us ‘that, 
until the resurrection, the blessed dead are, although 
alive spiritually, without bodies:' Paul’s words in 2 





Corinthians 5: 1-9 make this plain. Recognizing that 
death does not give us the final and glorious resur- 
rection body for which we long, he writes: “We 
that are in this tabernacle [margin, bodily frame] 
do groan, being burdened; not for that we would 
be unclothed [or become disembodied spirits], but 
that we would be clothed upon, that what is mortal 
may be swallowed up of life [in the resurrection of 
the body].” And again, recognizing the greater joy 
of being in the presence of the Lord, even though 
as a disembodied spirit, in that same passage Paul 
writes: “Knowing that, whilst we are at home in 
the body, we are absent from the Lord (for we 
walk by faith, not by sight); we are of good cour- 
age, I say, and are willing rather to be absent from 
the body, and to be at home with the Lord.” It 
is not until the return of Christ from heaven to 
earth, at his second coming, that those who have 
died in Him, and whose spirits are in his presence, 
shall be united to their resurrection bodies. “For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first; then we that are alive, that are left, shall to- 
gether with them be caught up in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). It is of this 
same experience that Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 
56:95, $2. 
( Continued on page 395) 
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skin, their fierce black eyes blinking through 
of coarse, tangled hair loosely 
colored handkerchiefs; 
cloths; over their shoulders were thrown capes 
made of llama skins, and they wore curious boots 
made of horse hide. ¢ J 

When ‘con terrible men wemen A 0 npicnane the 
trembling , grunting to one another in an alarm- 
ing manner, ‘and pon Ah strange gestures, it did 
not take the young sailor long to discover their 
purpose. They were cannibals. He was to be their 
meal. 

Mounting their horses again they took their cap- 
tive from the beach about three miles into the coun- 

, where the main body of their tribe congregated. 
They belonged to the Tehuelche Indians, who roam 
over a territory some five hundred miles wide by 
a thousand miles long in the southern part of 
South America. Upon the arrival in the camp there 
was a long palaver among the chiefs, then the cap- 
tive boy was handed over to the squaws, who began 
to strip him of his sailor clothes. 


Would the Captain Really Abarion Him ? 


‘As the lad with chattering teeth watched the 
clumsy efforts of the squaws to undo his sailor fas- 
tenings, he was still in the daze of amazement as 
to why he had been left there in that cannibal land. 
With a small boat-load he had been sent ashore 
when the British vessel on which he sailed reached 
the Gulf of St. George in Patagonia. After they 
had. landed, suddenly he saw the boat put off to 
sea, leaving him on the rock-bound coast. He could 
expect almost..any cruelty from the wicked captain 


and. his more merciless chief mate, but he could 


hardly believe that this was more than a hideous 
joke, and wondered if they would not row back 
after; him. .;,But. he had,not time to think further 
of the..receding boat for he caught sight of the 
Indians, who had been hunting seals, and who when 
they.saw.him turned from their. purpose and urged 
their half..wild horses toward him. 

Now, facing death, his thoughts went back to the 
quiet home on the shores of Kenmare Bay in the 
south of Ireland, not far from the beautiful Lakes 
of Killarney. There the Irish lad, youngest but one 
in a family of ten children, had grown up with a 
wild passion for the sea, and for exploring the 
wonders that lay beyond the narrow horizon of 
the life at home. His father and mother were dead, 
but his brothers and sisters considered that the only 
way to cure Tom’s hunger for the sea was to let 
him’ have a real taste of it. ‘So he was put on board 
a receiving-ship of.the British navy. 

With loving. farewells, with wise counsel and the 
gift of a little Bible, the boy plunged out into the 

free” life for which he had longed and was soon 
under a discipline and restraint and experiencing a 
wickedness and hard-heartedness such as he had 
never dreamed of in his loving home. But there 
was a fascination, too, in the bristling guris, the 
crowds of nimble sailors, the mysteries of swinging, 
splicing, and knotting of ropes, and the athletic con- 
tests with other sailors. He made unusual progress 
with his naval studies, gained the name of “deer- 
foot” because of his fleetness, and was soon selected 
with several others to join a vessel bound for a 
foreign port. 

Strange things the young Irish lad learned of the 
wonders of the sea, the ways of sailors, the cus- 
toms of the people in foreign lands, and while he 
knew scarcely enough about God to pray to Him 
except in times of peril, he had some never-to-be- 
forgotten glimpses of a heavenly Father’s care. The 
cruel captain of the ship and the wicked chief of- 
ficer seemed often to have a special grudge against 
him. Perhaps it was because he belonged to a Prot- 
estant family and they were prejudiced Catholics, 
though not knowing anything of the Saviour. 

In one of the terrific storms that the ship en- 
countered, Tom was sent by the chief officer, to- 
gether with an old sailor, to take in an outer jib, 
at a point of extreme peril on the vessel. The ship 
gave a heavy lurch and plunged beneath a great 
sweeping wave; when it righted itself the old sailor 
was missing, and the boy who had been “set in the 
foréfront of the hottest battle’ was saved. 

Later, as the vessel was sailing down the Brazilian 
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nt one of the terrible land-storms that sweep 
' Out fr 


om South America to the sea struck the ves- 
sel, bringing deep darkness by day as well as night, 
and increasing the danger from the oy ae | san 
bars. When the storm was:reaching its height, the 
captain gave orders that all hands but one go be- 
low. That one was Tom. He was lashed to the 
wheel and commanded to steer the vessel, shouting 
to the captain every now and then, that he might 
know that he was not washed overboard. In the 
terror and darkness of that night, as the poor lad’s 
thoughts went back to his home on the peaceful 


_ bay of Kenmare, to his sisters whom he knew were 


praying for him, he turned his heart to God and 
prayed for himself and for all on board. As he 
prayed, there came a rift in the black cloud and 
out from the flying scud shone a star. That star 
brought hope, and furnished a compass by which 
he could steer the vessel. By morning the storm 
had spent itself, and after the ship was repaired 
it continued on its long voyage south until the bay 
of. St. George was reached, where Tom faced his 
new and greater peril. 4 

The squaws who were stripping Tom of his 
clothes had removed his shirt, when the process 
of undressing came to a sudden halt. Consternation 
was on the faces of the Indian women. They re- 
treated from the sailor lad as from some poisonous 
reptile. They held a hurried consultation. The lad 
waited breathless, wondering what it all meant and 
what device of torture was next to come. 

When the squaws removed the shirt they had 
seen something on the boy’s right arm. It was an 
image of the Cross. The picture was wellnigh per- 
fect in detail. There was the thorn-crowned head, 
from which streams of blood were trickling down, 
the red, open side, and the wounded hands and feet. 
The Cross had been tattooed upon the boy’s arm by 
the order of the drunken captain of the receiving- 
ship that Tom had first joined. 

fter -further. consultation some of the chiefs 
came toward the boy and vigorously pinched his 
arm, as if to tear out the picture. They rubbed hard 
to try to efface it. Next it was washed with some 
dissolving liquid. But the image still stood out 
clearer than ever. After. a long wondering gaze at 
the boy, who had now become to their superstitious 
minds a creature-to be reverenced, the squaws were 
directed to dress him in. Then with much respect 
they brought him food to eat: ‘He had no ‘appetite 
for this, and thought that.perhaps the food was 
poisoned, with the idea that they might test whether 
or not he were a superhuman being. 

The forefathers. ofthese pagan Indians had heard 
the story of a God-Man nailed to the accursed tree 
for the sits of wicked men. The Spanish Jesuits 
whd had penetrated to that dark land and told them 
of the Cross probably were slain and eaten by these 
cannibals; but the strange message of the mission- 
aries had become a tradition. Now these Indians 
somehow connected the sailor lad with the God- 
Man on across. The picture on his arm both fas- 
cinated and terrified them. Repeatedly they had 
him bare his arm for inspection. Others came from 
a distance to see the sight, and there were whole 
days when Tom and his tattoo were on public ex- 
hibition. ° 
A Dash for Liberty 


For nearly a year the young lad remained with 
those Indians, learning their ways and gaining skill 
on the swift horses, in lassoing the wild cattle and 
in handling the bolus, a curious weapon made of 
two large stones tied together with a stout thong. 
While their superstitious regard for the boy wore 
away, they became attached to him and he received 
kind treatment from them. 

In spite of the fascination of this wild free life, 
Tom’s longing for liberty and human fellowship in- 
creased until one day he seized the opportunity of 
riding off on the swiftest horse he could find. 
Through the tall pampas he fled, pursued by the 
Indians, who had not at first realized that he actually 
was seeking to get away. But Tom had secured 
a good start and after twenty-five or thirty miles 
the chase was given up. 

After his escape from the Patagonian Indians Tom 
worked -his way into civilization, only to find that 
new difficulties were facing him. The whole of 
Eastern South America at that time was in revolu- 
tionary agitation. Paraguay had proclaimed war 
against Brazil. The Brazilian government was try- 
ing to form a triple alliance between Uraguay, Ar- 
gentine Republic and Brazil-against Paraguay. For- 
eigners were in great> danger in Paraguay and the 


ilor Lad in Cannibal Land 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 





way to Buenos Aires was blocked. There seemed 
nothing for Tom to do but to cast in his lot with 
the TT restless Gauchos, the herdsmen of the 
pampas. e skill he had acquired among the In- 
dians in riding wild horses and in the use of the 
lasso stood him in good stead, and he became a 
favorite among the mixed race of the Gauchos. 

But all the while the desire to reach home pos- 
sessed him, and it was not long before he planned 
to go down the Parana River to Buenos Aires, from 
which he hoped to take ship for Europe. With three 
companions he started down the river in a canoe. 
They had been on their way several days. Goin 
on shore one day to rest from the heat, they had 
scarcely seated themselves under the shelter of the 
trees when a party of about twenty-five “Blanchos” 
came dashing down upon them. The Argentine Re- 
public, in addition to the outside war troubles, had 
internal difficulties. Two parties in the country 
were in conflict,—the Colorados, made up of the 
lower ignorant classes and of the Geuched; and 
the Blanchos, who comprised the better people of 
the towns and cities. The Blanchos were in au- 
thority in the government and had their .cavalry 
scattered along the river bank watching for stray 
bands of Gauchos. Supposing that the four young 
men were spies belonging to the Coiorados, the 
band of twenty-five arrested them without cere- 
mony, hurried them into a cart and strapped them 
down with lassoes to soldiers riding on each side. 
A fierce, bloodthirsty looking group they were. To 
their general they reported what a hard tussle they 
had had and how many they had killed before over- 
powering and capturing these four spies. 


To Be Shot as a Spy 


Imprisonment followed the capture, and the four 
found themselves in a jail with all sorts of com- 
panions,— native prisoners awaiting execution, oth- 
ers who had been flogged, while some were being 
starved to death. It was in the same prison that 
Garibaldi, the noted Italian patriot, was imprisoned 
and flogged while exiled in South America. 

A message finally came that if the four spies 
would swear allegiance to the Argentine govern- 
ment, and enlist in the army, they would be liber- 
ated. Tom’s companions decided that it would be 
better to become soldiers than to rot in jail, be fed 
on raw meat, -and in the end be. executed. But Tom 
refused to volunteer, for something. within him 
would not let him forswear his innocence, whatever 
the end might be. That end his captors were not 
long in determining; Soon preparations were made 
te execute the young spy. Usually it was rather. a 
hurried, unceremonious affair, with ‘the soldiers 
drawn.up in position and firing on the signal given 
by the officer. 

In this new crisis there seemed no possible way 
of escape for the young sailor boy. Alone in a 
strange land, among unsympathetic foreigners, he 
had no friend to plead his cause. 

But in an instant all was changed. The prepara- 
tions for the execution were interrupted To the 
amazement of the young Irishman, and no less to 
the amazement of the officers and soldiers, a repre- 
sentative of three of the mightiest nations on earth 
was commanding the boy’s release. white man 
had ridden into the midst of the crowd. Flinging 
himself from his horse, in a tone of authority he 
cried to an officer standing by: “Don’t you dare 
shoot that boy. If you do, I hold your country re- 
sponsible for the outrage. He is either a British or 
an American subject. I am the Austrian consul. 
In the absence of these two consuls, I represent 
them. If you persist, we will send warships and blow 
your country to pieces.” 

With these hot, decisive words, he waved aloft a 
parchment sealed with conspicuous seals. The ex- 
citement was intense. The officers scurried hither 
and thither; the soldiers’ ranks were broken. Des- 
patches were sent to headquarters. There was a 
painful tension of delay. Then came the message 
to surrender the prisoner to the consul. 

Tom learned from his deliverer, to whom he now 
clung as to a father, that his former companions, 
who became conscript soldiers, had told the story 
of his detention to an Italian officer. This man, 
secretly slipping from his brother officers, told the 
whole case to the Austrian consul. He fully repre- 
sented the urgency of the necessity for immediate 
action if the boy was to be rescued. 

As soon as possible after his rescue Tom again 
began to plan to get to Buenos Aires. Not far from 
the town of Gualeguaychu, where his imprisonment 
and rescue occurred, he was overjoyed to meet one 
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of the three companions who had been in jail with 
him. His friend told him that the little river steamer 
on which he had come needed a captain, and 

urged Tom to apply for the pcsition. Tom pro- 
tested that he was more anxious to get out of the 
miserable country than to secure employment in it, 
but he consented to apply. In spite of his‘youth,— 
he was yet a mere boy though:he looked older than 
his years,—the company put him in charge of ‘the 
vessel. os 

The ship was run on the river to meet English 
ocean steamers at the lower port and ap. | English 
gold to foreign merchants up the river. The gold 
was carried in iron cases, and since this was a large 
part of the a carried, the boat was a target for 
envious eyes. The steamer was well equipped with 

s and ammunition, and for several months the 
old young captain directed the boat in safety. One 
night they spied a number of canoes heading toward 
the vessel. The large canoes were manned about 
a dozen men each. They recognized the warlike 
Indians of Grand Chaco, who 
taincy had attacked the vessel. 
ship was under full way. The young captain gave 
orders for full speed and steamed for the leading 
canoe, which was some distance from the others. 
By a quick turn of the vessel, before the Indians had 
time to shoot across the bow, the canoe was struck 
amidships. A few Indians tried to cling to the sides 
of the steamer, but were quickly cut off. The other 
canoes, seeing their companions’ plight, retreated 
to shallow water, and the ship escaned. 

This episode finished the young sailor with Indian 
life. He had had enough of hasty flight and con- 
stant battling for life and peace. He resigned the 
captaincy of the vessel, and after another delay on 
account of illness he finally shipped for English 
shores. Learning there that his brothers and sisters 
were in America, he lost no time in taking a ship 
for’ Boston, where his brother George and others 
were living. 

And it was a double: home-coming. “I returned 
to the bosom of my family,” he says, “but more 
wonderful, I, a prodigal, returned to my heavenly 
Father’s house; for it was in the city of Boston 
that the grace of God met me and saved me.” 

Through his brother George the young lad was 
led into training for Christian service} he entered 
the ministry, and became one of the most widely 
known and effective evangelists of his day. For 
the young hero’ of this marvelous story of God’s 
guiding providence is Thomas Needham. His 
rother was George C. Needham, the famous Bible 
teacher and evangelist. 

Thomas Needham did not give up a life of ad- 


fore Tom’s cap-. 
On this night the, 
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Detgers 
quite as real as any of his youth were met, and later 
adventures quite # interesting have been his. These 
“Adventures in Evangelism,” which form a unique 
chapter in the annals of modern evangelists, will be 
published in The Sunday School Times in early 
issues. 

_In recent months Mr. Needham was called from 
his evangelistic work to _take up temporarily the 
pastoral care of the Bethlehem Baptist Church, the 
congregation that rejoiced for so many years. in the 
pastorate of Dr. F. W. Farr. With his evangelistic 
passion, Thomas Needham did not wish to continue 
regular pastoral work, but now that the people have 
secured him they do not want to let him go. . 

During the early days.of Thomas Needham’s evan- 
gelistic work he was holding a meeting in a small 
town in England. He related some iricidents of his 
life in South America, and told about the wicked 
captain who, spurred on by his chief mate, started 
the young Irish lad on his dangerous adventures. 
This captain was a man who seemed devil-pos- 
sessed. Through his conduct he had driven the crew 
to mutiny, and made it so severe for them that they 
deserted the ship. At the close of the meeting, a 
man well on in years approached Mr. Needham and 
with a tremulous voice extended his hand and said 
“Come home with me, I have something to tell you.” 
When they entered the house Mr. Needham saw on 
the wall a painting of a ship, and immediately he 
recognized it as the ship of his boyhood days. He 
turned to his friend and told him that he recognized 
the ship, and that if the picture could speak it could 
tell many a sorrowful tale. 

“I was the captain of whom you told that story 
to-day, and I now ask for forgiveness.” 

At once he received the forgiveness that he would 
not have had in those early days. Grace had changed 
the heart of the boy, and with gratitude to God 
he now pointed his old captain to the Lamb of God 
who could take away his sin also. 

“God has blotted out your transgressions. Will. 
you accept his Son?” 

He did accept, and the conversion of the old cap- 
tain was like that of the demoniac,—not only because 
of the marvelous change in the hardened old sea- 
captain himself, but because he began to tell others 
what the Saviour had done for him. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Most of the facts of this narrative have been taken 

from Mr. Needham’s own account of his early expe- 

riences, which was published some years ago for dis-. . 

tribution among his friends, but is now out of print. 

Later articles will describe adventures in Mr. Need- 

ham’'s évangelistic experiences that have not hereto- 
fore been published. 
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He is not a real “ cow-puncher.” 


He is one of the secretaries in the Billy Sunday 


tabernacle at Kansas City. And other business men—business women too—have 
had just as remarkable experiences in winning their share of the eleven thousand 
converts who so far have hit the trail at Kansas City. 


E JUST couldn’t believe in the deity of Jesus,” 
H said a council girl of one of the head men in 

her office, “but after we had prayed about him 
and his stenographer had talked with him several 
times he was finally persuaded to go to'the Taber- 
nacle with one of the other men in the office who 
is a Christian. We girls got together that night and 
we prayed—My! how we prayed, especially when we 
knew it was about time for Mr. Sunday to give the 
invitation, 

“Next morning he came down early, smiling. and 
happy. We saw it, but went on diligently with our 
work while straining our ears to hear what he 
might have to say. We nearly jumped out of our 
chairs when he addressed his stenographer: ‘Well, 
Miss X, I hit the trial last night and [putting out 
his hand] I feel I have you to thank for my being 
a Christian.’ Maybe you don’t think we had a jolli- 
fication that noon.” 

All over town the business girls are sharing in 
such joyous experiences. If the employer won't 
allow prayer-meetings in the store, they are held in 
the homes of the girls. But most employers are 
giving both permission and encouragemert, fitting 
up suitable rooms, shifting the noon hours, or giv- 
ing an additional ten to twenty minutes,—in one 
place having a dedicatory service for the new office. 

One store had only two Christian girls out of 
the. seventy-five employed. In the prayer-meetings 
started by these two, three girls have been con- 
verted and are now helping the other two in an 
earnest effort to secure all. Some Roman Catholic 
girls are deeply interested in personal work and 
lead in prayer-meetings. One 7.30 A. M. prayer- 
circle in a large department store grew from seven 





to seventy-five in a week, and at a house-maids’ 
meeting out of the one hundred and thirty-five pres- 
ent there were ten conversions. 

Since the reconsecration of hundreds of church 
members—712 of them—following Mr. Sunday’s 
great sermon on “Amusements,” which he preached 
twice in one day, liberty has come to many for- 
merly unable to do personal work. The interest 
among the business girls is very noticeably intensi- 
fied and the number of prayer lists and prayer- 
meetings has increased amazingly. 

An inveterate card player, after this sermon, con- 
fessed to her son, a high-school boy, that she had 
been doing wrong and that in future she intended 
leading a life fully surrendered to her Lord. Soon 
after this the son “hit the trail” and has so far led 
eight other boys to do likewise. 

Four days in the week a hundred of the leading 
Christian business men of the city hold an eight 
o’clock morning prayer-meeting at the Y. M. C. A. 
They are thoroughly organized for personal work 
among the other business men of large affairs who 
are unsaved. These non-Christians are carefully 
and prayerfully considered and men peculiarly quali- 
fied are delegated to call upon certain ones, while 
others are instructed to write letters. Special prayer 
is offered for those to be called upon that day. Each 
night seats in the Tabernacle are at the disposal 
of this committee of one hundred. 

One member of this committee, who had never 
before done any personal work, was very timid 
when he made his first call. 

“Good morning, Mr..H.” He swallowed a lump 
in his throat as he shook hands. “I—I called to 
bring you a ticket to the meeting to-night.” 
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’ “Oh!” came the response in a Slightly disappointed 
tone, “thank you, I thought maybe youd were going™ 
to ask me to become a Christian.”” ; 

“So I was, So I was,” replied the caller hastily, 
“but Iwas timid about approaching the subject.’ 
Let’s talk it over.” And his tongue was loosed for 
effective work. ' 

For talking to a man to whom conversion would 
mean heavy financial loss temporarily, one of 
Kansas City’s truly great souls was delegated. 
When he went into this man’s office he 
gripped his »-hand ‘and said, “I have come 
over to talk to you~-about lining up for Jesus 
Christ.” To his astonishment his listener replied, 


- “T’ve been thinking about.it.” Then the caller. talked 


on, all the time retaining the hand he had taken on 
entrance. When he felt it judicious to go he rose 
saying, “Now, remember, I am praying for you.” 

“You are?” came back in surprise. 

“Yes, and all those other men in the prayer-meet- 
we morning.” 

here was a-short silence anda tightening of 
the hand clasp, then came the reply, “Keep on pray- 
ing, old man, keep on praying.” 

he younger business men are pnw noon 
prayer-meetings at the Y. M. C. A., and y are 
doing work among their younger business associates 
similar to the work of the committee of older busi-. 
ness men. Many conversions have resulted from 
the personal work of members of both these com- 
mittees and ‘no one attempts to estimate -the - future 
results of their work. 

A prayer-circle at the Stock Bunhange is also very 
productive of results. Many personal workers are 
gaining strength in its quiet hours.:: -The work of 
one Tabernacle secretary with wide’: acquaintance 
among the Stock men is notable. To use his own 
expression he has “tasted blood.” With childlike en- 
thusiasm he told of his endless chain scheme. 

“You see I just picked out one fellow that I knew 
well and that I knew would be influential with oth- 
ers. I talked to him about becoming a> Christian 
just like I would about buying a bunch of cattle. 
(You know I am no theologian, so I have to work 
more like a cow-puncher than a minister.) He 
finally promised that he would hit the trail the next 
night when the big delegation was to go-to the 
Tabernacle. Then I said, ‘Now, Eddy, you mustn’t 
stop with hitting the trail. Try to take some one 
along. 
I'll go talk to him.’ 


“He said the would like to see Arthur come down) | 


so I went to Arthur and told’ him about Eddy and 
got him to say that he would attend on Stock men’s 
night, and then I asked him if he hit the trail whom 
he would like to see follow him. He said, ‘Bill.’ 

“Then I. went to Bill and told him about Eddy and 
how Arthur was coming to the Tabernacle on Stock 
men’s night, and I got Bill to promise to come and 
to suggest another fellow’s name. In all I had four 
fellows on my string besides Eddy. They all came 
that night. Only Eddy hit the trail, but I am sure 
the others will come down soon. I have got them on 
my prayer list and they know it, too.” 

About a week later, as this secretary was hurry- 
ing into the Tabernacle, he was asked if he had 
gotten his four followers to Eddy “across.” He 
replied beaming, “Oh, yes, but I have so many more 
links now in my chain and so many loose links to 
be added that I had almost forgotten about those 
first ones.” And away he went to see another link. 

Several ministers have had wonderful experiences: 
One has been working for four years to secure the 
conversion of a prominent physician who has re- 
cently been drinking. Seemingly he could make no 
impression. When asked to go to the Tabernacle 
he gave vent to a vituperative tirade against Mr. 
Sunday. But prayer prevailed —he went. He went 
again—and again. Then one night he bolted down 
the trail and the first thing he did after shaking 
“Billy’s” hand was to call, 

“Bring that preacher to me. 
He really did it. 
his hand.” 

A meeting held in a large business college by 
one of our truly great preachers developed unex- 
pectedly into a personal work experience. The speaker 
was addressing the young people on the danger of 
delay. He tried to show them that no “more con- 
venient season” would present itself. In the back of 
the room sat one of the professors of the school, 
a well-educated, highly respected man, who year 
after year for twelve years has taught the youth in 
his charge not to procrastinate. When the call was 
given for converts the professor was among those 
who responded. Coming up to the speaker he said, 
“For years I have been reasoning about religion. 
Your talk to-day showed me the folly of delaying 
longer.” 

Then taking the minister by the arm and calling 
to Mr. M., president of the college and a Christian 
man, he led the way into the office. 

“Get down on your knees, M., and pray for me.” 
But, Mr. M. was so affected that he. failed utterly 
when he tried to comply with the request, .where- 
upon the professor prayed for himself, while the 


Where is Dr. Blank? 
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D. through First Thessalonians at a single 
sitting, and. without cneervns its divisions into 
chapters and verses.- It will not take long to 

10 this, and-it will be well worth while. Do not try 
to memorize anything, do not seek for explanations, 
do not be anxious about what you do not under- 
stand. 

After the first reading, lay aside the book for an- 
other early opportunity to read it again in the same 
way; and so again and again four or five times. 

Dr. Stalker’s Revolutionary Experience 

Dr. James Stalker, of Aberdeen, speaks of the first 
time he ever “read a whole book of the Bible straight 
through at a sitting.” It was while as a student he 
was spending a winter in France, and, there being 
no Protestant church in the town where he was 
passing a Sunday, he was thrown on his own re- 
sources.. Leaving the hotel, he lay down on a green 
knoll and began reading here and there as it chanced 
till, coming to the Epistle to the Romans, he read 
on and on through to the end. 











“As I proceeded,” he said, “I began to catch the 
drift of Paul’s thought; or rather, I was caught 
by it and drawn on. The mighty argument opened 
out and arose like a great work of art above me 
till at last,it enclosed me within its perfect propor- 
tions. It. was a. revolutionary experience. I saw 
for the first. time that a book of Scripture is a 
complete discussion of. a single subject; I felt the 
force of the book as a whole,.and.I understood the 
different parts in the light of. the whole as I had 
never understood them when reading them by them- 
selves. Thus to master book after book is to fill 
the mind with the great thoughts of God.” 


How Was This Church Founded? 


There is just one preliminary, however, in the 
case of First Thessalonians. The story of the origin 
of this church is found in Acts 17: 1-10, and we 
ought to freshen our minds about it before reading 
this first letter which its founder, Paul, addressed 
to it. 

There are some outstanding features to notice 
in the story in Acts. (1) Paul came down to Thess- 
alonica after being driven out of Philippi by perse- 
cution, even though he must have known that his 
persecutors would pursue him, as they did. _(2.) He 
was permitted to remain there but a short while. 
“Three sabbath days he reasoned with them out of 
the Scriptures” (Acts 17:2). Whether this was all 
the time he remained there, or simply the time he 
labored with the Jews in their synagogue before 
going to the Gentiles, is not stated. In either event 
his stay could not have been ,very long. We need 
to remember. that... (3.)° The ultimate membership 
of the church seems to have been largely Gentile 
(verse 4). (4.) In his preaching, emphasis was laid 
on the second coming of. Jesus to set up his king- 
dom (7, 8). (5.) Persecution drove him out of 
the city down to Bercea (v. 10). 

Follow the story a little further. Persecuted in 
Berea, Paul goes down to Athens while his com- 
panions, Silas and Timothy, remain behind. They 
are to meet him at Athens (vs. 14, 15); but instead 
they do not meet him till he arrives at Corinth. 
Reading through Acts 17 and into chapter 18 as far 
as verse 5 reveals this. One cause of this delay 
seems to have been a visit they made to Thessalonica 
before starting south, which the reading of the 
epistle itself suggests (1 Thess..3:1-6). Their ar- 
riving at Corinth, and making a report of this visit 
to Paul, furnishes him the occasion for writing the 
epistle. 

Those using the King James version observed a 
note at the end of 1 Thessalonians intimating that 
it “was written from Athens,” but this probably is 





1 From_ the. writer’s book, “How to Master the English 
Bible” (The Bible Institute Colportage Association, Chicago, 
40 cents net.) 
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Mastering First Thessalonians 


succeeded By James M. Gray, D.D. cuter” 


This first of all Paul’s New Testament writings. touches upon practically all the great 
doctrines of the Christian faith,—election, Holy Spirit, assurance, Trinity, conver- 
sion, Satan, Second Advent of Christ, walk, sanctification, resurrection, the threefold 
Can you find each of these in the Epistle ? No wonder that Paul’s 
preaching to the Thessalonians was in power! Dr. 

this marvelous preacher,—secrets that we can share, 


eee 
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acknowledged that he had been going to the Taber- 
nacle and*was .seriously considering doing that very 
i -in a conversation on -politics, one.man 


suggested to another that he run for senator, the 
would-be senator replied, “I’d rather be a Chris- 
tian.” 

Kansas, Mo. 


ray points out other secrets of 


an error. These notes express the opinions of un- 
inspired editors or printers only, and are not clothed 
— the same authority as the text of the book 
itself, - 


Outlining the Letter 

1. Your repeated reading revealed the fact that, 
like most of the other epistles, this opens with a 
formal greeting or salutation to the church, in which 
the names of Silas and Timothy are coupled with 
that of Paul (1:1). 

2. As is also common, the aration: is followed by 
an expression of thanksgiving on their behalf (vs. 
2-5), gliding easily into a testimony to the Christian 
character of the church (vs. 6-10). 

3. In these verses Paul referred twice to his life 
ministry among them. They had known what “man- 
ner of man” he had been, and they had followed his 
example (vs. 5, 6). 

But now at chapter 2 he enlarges upon this, and 
for the first 16 verses, practically, is speaking of his 
“entrance in unto them.” 

This is not to magnify himself, of course, which 
is inconcgivable in Paul, but to explain why the Gos- 
pel had such power among them (1:5; 2:13). And 
all this; in a sense, is reminiscent. 

4. We now come to a division of the epistle which 
in another place I have called, “Personal and Con- 
gratulatory.” Not that it is essentially different in 
this respect from the preceding chapters, but only 
that now Paul is dealing more with the present than 
the past. He is telling them why he did not return 
to them (2:17-20); why he sent Timothy to visit 
them in his stead (3:1-5); and the happiness he 
felt at his report of them (vs. 6-13). In a word, 
he is stating the occasion for the epistle. 

5. Speaking of Timothy’s report, while there was 
much to commend in their conduct, there were one 
or .two things to condemn and to warn against. For 
example, fornication was practised (4:1-8), and 
there is a hint that brotherly love was not what it 
might have been (vs. 9, 10), a fact that probably 
showed itself in a tendency to idleness and busy- 
bodyness, which usually go in pairs (vs. I1, 12). 
But that allusion to fornication! How almost in- 
comprehensible fhat so gross a sin should have ex- 
isted in a Christian community, and one commended 
as this. had been! One explanation is that the re- 
buke applies only to a few out of the number. But 
we have noted also that the church was composed 
largely of Gentiles, who, as pagan worshipers, for- 
merly looked lightly on that offense, and indeed were 
accustomed to certain forms of it as a feature of 
their religion. No wonder it did not immediately 
cease at the beginning of their. new life. Happily, 
the apostle is not obliged to speak of it in his second 
epistle to them. 

We now reach the chief reason for writing 
the epistle, if we may judge by the importance of 
what follows, and if we contrast the space given to 
it with that of the other subjects of instruction. It 
covers the remainder of chapter 4 and runs through 
the first eleven verses of chapter 5. Your reading 
has shown you what it is. A series of questions on 
the text would reveal this, but to economize space 
it may be stated thus: (1.) After Paul had left 
Thessalonica some deaths had occurred among the 
Christians which had caused unusual grief. (2.) 
This was not because they doubted the immortality 
of the soul or the resurrection of the dead, but be- 
cause they feared the dead saints would lose some- 
thing. at. the. second coming of: Christ. (3.) They 
who were alive and remaining on the earth when 
he came would enter into his kingdom; but what 
about those who had passed hence before that time? 
(4.) Paul comforts them with the truth concerning 
this. (4: 13-18), and, having thus entered on the sub- 
ject of the second coming of Christ, he continues, in 
chapter 5: 1-11, to speak of the attitude both of the 
world and the church toward that great event. 


* 393 


7. The letter closes with a number of brief ex- 


_hortations and the usual benediction (vs. 12-28). 


we have: 
Salutation, 1: 1. 
giving, 1: 25. 
Testimony to the church, 1: 6-10. 
Testimony to Paul’s own character, 2: 1-16. 
ion for the Epistle, 2: 17 to 3: 13. 
Instruction and Warning, 4:1 to 5: 11. 
Concluding Exhortations, 5: 12-27. 
Benediction, 5: 28. 


What features of the book now seem especially im- 
portant or especially interesting? There are two: 
Paul’s Testimony to Himself 

The first of these is what we called Paul's testi- 
mony to his own character. 

It really begins at 1:5, and as we dwell upon it, it 
looms: up as a remarkable revelation of the secret 
of divine power from the human side. For example, 
how was such a mighty work accomplished in that 
heathen city? Because the Gospel came to them “in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much_assur- 
ance.” But why did it thus come to them? The 
answer is, “as ye know what manner of men we 
were among you for your sake.” In other words, it 
would seem that God was pleased to tie up the opera- 
tion of His grace to the instrument that offered it- 
self to His use (Cf. here Prov. 1: 23). 

But if this be true, and if we also desire to be 
the right kind of instruments, with what eagerness 
should we inquire as to the manner of man Paul 
was. 

Then how grateful should we be to find that por- 
trait of him in chapter 2: 1-16! He was (1) brave 
and devoted, 1, 2; (2) faithful and impartial, 3-6; 

(3) kind and affectionate, 7-9; (4) holy and con- 
sistent, 10-12. 

No wonder they received the message from such 
a preacher and teacher “not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the word of God” (v. 13). And 
no wonder that being thus received it should have 
wrought so powerfully within them! 

History Repeating Itself 

Oh, my readers, suffer me to say that this is no 
fossil truth, good ,for the first century but dead to 
the one in which we live! 

Before writing this sentence I went to my book- 
shelf to freshen my recollection, and comfort my 
heart in this conviction. 

There I read again of Fletcher, of Madeley; of 
,George Miller, of Bristol; of “Holy William Grim- 
shaw,” as he was called, of Haworth; of Pastor 
Harms, of Hanover; of our own Harlan -Page and 
Uncle John Vassar, of blessed memory; and of 
Henry Martyn, the famous missionary to India. 

At first, Martyn was but an indifferent Christian, 
and then one day he writes in his sary: “I have 
resigned in profession the riches, the honors, and 
the comforts of this world, and I think also it is a 
resignation of the heart.” No wonder that a little 
later he could speak of “the almost supernatural 
fervor and deep devotion which came upon me 
whilst I declared that I had rightfully no other 
business each day but to do God’s work, as a servant 
constantly regarding his pleasure.” 

Try Paul’s way, and you will obtain Paul’s power. 


The Second Coming of Christ 


The second feature of the book especially inter- 
esting to us is Paul’s teaching concerning the sec- 
ond coming of Christ. Indeed, the two epistles of 
Paul to the Thessalonians form a New Testament 
classic on that theme. 

Did you observe that cach chapter of this epistle 
closes with a reference to that “Blessed Hope”? 
In the first chapter it is linked with salvation (v. 10). 
In the second with service (vs. 19, 20). In the third 
with sanctification (v. 13). In the fourth with 
solace (vs. 13-18). In the fifth we have sanctifica- 
tion again in its completest expression (v. 23). 

We cannot dwell. on all these truths, but pause a 
moment at service (2: 17-20). How often do Chris- 
tians ask, “Shall we know each other in the life 
to come?” Have we here an answer? Paul is ex- 
pressing his interest in his converts. They are his 
hope, his joy, his crown of rejoicing. Where will 
this crown be given him? “In the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” And when? “At his com- 
ing.” Does not this imply that Paul will know and 
recognize those that are his crown of rejoicing in 
that day? And is not such knowledge and recog- 
nition reciprocal? 

And let us pause another moment at the solace. 
“Wherefore comfort one another with these words” 
(4:18). What words? That “the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout.” That the 
sleeping saints will come with him. That their bod- 
ies will be raised from the dead first. And that 
“then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the 
Lerd.” 
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And other striking Bible sidelights in the 
month’s archeological review 





OD said to Moses: “See thou make all thi 
- Faccording to the pattern showed thee in 
mount.” This gives no idea concerning 

pattern, whether it was something new or something 
old, but only enjoins Moses to be careful to follow 
instructions. t the instructions were can 
be known by the record given in the account of 
the tabernacle which Moses afterwards built. I 
have frequently pointed out the tian character 
of the architecture of the tabernacle, :The outer 
court, the inner room, and the private apartment is 
the universal form of an ancient tian house, 
from the house of the peasant or the prince in this 
world, to the home of the dead, and even the tem- 
ples built to the gods. The plan was sometimes 
enlarged upon very freatly, but never lost in the 
enlargement. Even the humblest of the houses of 
the ewe either follow the common model or only 
vary it omitting some portion. : 

ow this agreement between the tabernacle in 
the wilderness and Egyptian home architecture is 
perfectly natural and to be expected, if the taber- 
nacle was built in the wilderness and the account 
of it written about that time. God always chooses 
the familiar things for symbol and parable. But, 
if some Babylonian priest, many centuries later, 
imagined the whole structure, which never had any 
real existence, as a prevalent critical theory alleges, 
how does it come that the rascal had an Egyptian 


imagination ? 

The attempt has sometimes been made to show 

that Babylonian architecture also was very similar 
to the tabernacle. It has never seemed to me that 
the case was well sustained by the facts. It is very 
interesting to find in Professor Jastrow’s recent 
great work on the civilization of Babylonia and As- 
syria these words: “Entire rows of private houses 
have been dug out: they were, on the whole, of a 
very simple brick construction, consisting of one 
story, and a series of rooms grouped around a cen- 
tral court, which was open to the sky. Ordinarily 
the houses were quite small, but larger ones have 
also: been found: consisting of a Jarge ,outer.,court 
leading into’ a-long room, at the end of which there 
was a passage-way, giving access to an inner court 
around which a large series of rooms, varying in 
size, were grouped, while the back part ofthe house 
again consisted ‘of a long room like the correspond- 
ing one at the end of the outer court.” : 
Bow could a Babylonian, familiar only with such 
radically different arrangement of the rooms of a 
house,’ have given his..imaginary tabernacle ‘ such 
architecture as we find in the account of it? As a 
philosophical possibility it might be allowed, but 
can any one sustain the idea that it is probable, in 
any degree whatever? However much a Baby- 
lonian priest might feel the importance of giving 
his story an Egyptian coloring, could he wholly deny 
his own conception of things and utterly divest him- 
self of it? May I be pardoned the levity of re- 
calling as a comparison the well-known rabbit that 
climbed the tree. When it was objected to the 
story that rabbits cannot climb trees, it was replied, 
“Oh, but this one had to.” . 


Jastrow, Civilization of Babylonia and Assyria, pages 
57, 38. 

4 
When Much was in a ‘*‘ Name ”’ 


VERY Christian knows that the phrase “ask- 

ing in the name of Christ” has peculiar sig- 

nificance. That significance is by most Chris- 
tians well understood practically. When, however, 
they read in the Old Testament about asking in 
one’s name, or knowing one’s name, or asking to 
be told one’s name, or being told one’s name, they 
fail to carry with them anything of the significance 
of “asking in the name of Christ.” Even critics 
who look so sharply into many things ofttimes fail 
at this point, and so tell us that when God said to 
Moses “By my name Jehovah have they not known 
me” the expression has no other meaning than the 
modern Occidental one, that they had never before 
heard the word Jehovah at all. 

Archeologists have for a long time known that 
“knowing the name,” “receiving the name,” “telling 
the name” of one, and similar expressions, in the 
ancient Orient, and in some places there even at 
the present time, are pleonastic expressions in life 
and literature. The most recent illustrations .of 
this fact are furnished by Professor Jastrow in his 
new book on the Civilization of Babylonia and As- 
syria. In an account of a mythological scene he 
says,” “Eulil steps forward and bestows his name 
«s ‘lord’ upon Marduk. The bestowal of the name, 
according to the prevalent view in antiquity, carries 


Archeology on the Critics’ Imaginary Tabernacle 
: Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


By Professor Melvin 


being, according to a widely 
view, part of essence of the being. 

Jastrow, Civilization of Babylonia and Assyria, pages 
213, 245. . ; 


Is Our New Testament True to the Original ? 

HE work of E. S. Buchanan, M.A., in textual 

criticism of New Testament, especially 

among the early Latin manuscripts, is attract- 
ing considerable attention. He throws down the 
gauntlet to the work of Westcott and Hort in their 
widely accepted efforts to establish the true Greek 
text, following, as they do, pretty closely the work 
of Origen of Alexandria against the reading of the 
Western or early Latin manuscripts. He does not 
by his work, however, impugn the good faith or 
the orthodoxy of the distinguished authors. 

Mr. Buchanan has been for some eighteen years 
at work on this problem, and is the Editor of Ox- 
ford Old Latin Biblical Texts, Nos. V and VI 
He thus has ~ years of patient research to the 
comparison of the meotira or Greek, with the 
Western, or Latin texts. ow on the basis of a 
large collation of texts he boldly Ro the 
Greek manuscripts used by Westcott and Hort as 
having been altered purposely in the interest of the 
rationalism of Origen’s day that desired especially 
to obscure the divinity of Christ and the Holy 
Spirit, and of the growing ecclesiasticism which 
sought unduly to exalt the urch. 

Specifically he claims to have found “more than 
one hundred cases in which letters and words in 
the Western manuscripts, as first written, have been 
altered—always altered in one direction, to take 
away from the Deity of Christ, and never in one 
single instance altered so as to bring out more 
clearly the witness of the Apostles to the Deity 
of Christ.” , 

A few examples will suffice to illustrate the char- 
acter of Mr. Buchanan’s work. The. Easterii or 
Greek text of John 10:24 has the question, “If 
thow art the Christ, tell us plainly.” _A Western 
text from Armagh reads, “If thou art God, tell us 
plainly”; to which our Lord answers, “I have told 
you already, and ye believed not.” Again, in John 
1:4 the Eastern text has, “In him was life; and 





Can Methodists Believe This ? 


(Most Methodists certainly do not) 


“ There was, of course, no such tabernacle ever built,” 
was what an astonished Sunday-school teacher read in 
his lesson paper a few months ago. He wrote to The 
Sunday School Times, asking if the lesson writer was 
correct: “I have been a teacher of an Adult Bible Class 
for several years, and this is the first time that I have heard 
that the existence of the Tabernacle was doubted.” 


The quotation he enclosed was from the November 
issue (1915) of the Adult Bible Class Monthly, published 
by the Methodist Book Concern. Its writer said in part: 

“Exodus 25 to 31 is a part of this priestly code. This 
section narrates the erection of an elaborate building for 
worship in the wilderness, and which was moved from 
place to place by the Israelites in their journeyings. There 
was, of course, no such tabernacle ever built. Our pre- 
have shown that no such building existed, and the worship 
which such a building would involve was not the actual 
worship at any time before the exile. The author of this 
code could not have believed that any such tabernacle 
ever existed. It was his way of expressing an ideal of 
worship for his own time, and his contemporaries so un- 

Dr. Kyle gives a single detail of the many discoveries 
of archeology that show how untenable is such a view, 
which would make the Old Testament an unreliable col- 
lection of fraudulent documents purporting to be a revela- 
tion from God. The astounding thing is to find these 
speculations of unbelieving rationalists set forth as un- 
doubted truth im lesson courses of one of the greatest of 
evangelical denominations. It is an illustration of one of 
the gravest dangers invading the Sunday-school to-day, 
and The Sunday School Times hopes in a later article to 
point out facts that will put Sunday-school teachers and 
superintendents on their guard against poisoned lesson helps. 

















the life the light of men.” The Armagh 

is the light of men” “Most remarkable of all is 
° i of 

the reading of Matthew 16: 18. Eastern Ae 


ds, 
and upon this rock I will build my church; 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Western text from Spain has this instead: “I say 
unto thee, upon this rock shall be built, by the Holy 
Spirit, his disciples.” 
_ Thus Mr. Buchanan raises anew the crucial ques- 
tion whether the strong expressions of the deity 
of our Lord were read into the Western texts or 
read out of the Eastern texts. Certainly the alter- 
ing of the Western texts at a latter date seems to 
point to the stronger expressions of Deity having 
been in those earliest texts from which these West- 
ern manuscripts were copied. 

In view of the struggle now on between those 
who. hold to the deity of Christ and those who fol- 
low the tendency of the so-called “modern theology” 
to make Jesus’ Christ no more than a pre-eminent 
human hero, the discovery claimed by Mr. Buchanan 
becomes of transcendent interest. It would be a 
wonderful triumph of research into ancient things, 
if the widely accepted views of Westcott and Hort 
should be thus, in an important part, reversed by 
the discoveries of this present-day scholar. The 
discussion of his work will certainly be interesting 
and promises to be pretty lively. 


The Early Revisers of the Gospel: a lecture delivered 
before Drew Theological Seminary by E. S. Buchanan, 
M.A., B.Sc. s 


as we have it in our Bibles rea he ae Set 
A 


Were the Massoretes Blunderers ? 


NE is sometimes much tempted to think that 

many scholars of the present day, in their 

readiness to correct and rearrange old texts, 
think that the person who in ancient time was 
thought best fitted for .a great literary work was 
about the .most illy-fitted person fon:such a work,— 
who, indeed, may:. easily, even jauntily, bé. cor- 
rected by a young German or British: or American 
scholar even in his thesis for the doctor’s degree. 
It is refreshing to find Ben Yehudah, of Jerusalem, 
perhaps the ablest of all present-day Hebrew schol- 
ars, defending the thesis thatthe Massoretes who 
vocalized the Hebrew. text of the Old: Testament in 
the seventh or eighth century, when the language 
ceased to be a spoken language among the people, did 
their work well. He is engaged in a great work 
on the text of the Old Testament, and gave out 
this as an advance thought at the meeting of the 
American Oriental Society at Washington. He is 
firmly of the opinion that the text in ‘its vocaliza- 
tion will not be subject to nearly so much emenda- 
tion as has been fashionable with many scholars 
for a long time. One might a priori think that the 
Massoretes would understand how to put the vow- 
els in the Hebrew text rather better than the most 
accomplished Occidental scholar of to-day. 

A correspondingly favorable sentiment concern- 
ing the trustworthiness of Herodotus and, Josephus 
has been taking place for some time. The 
attitude that permits even young candidates for 
the Doctorate to practise experiments in vivisection 
upon the greatest works of the greatest authors, 
sacred and profane, of the ancient world is on the 
wane, and the sentiment is gaining ground that per- 
haps the people of that land and agé understood 

guage and customs quite as well as modern schol- 
ars at their greatest maturity. ' 
— Yehudah, paper presented at American Oriental So- 
ciety. 

% 


Were the Jews Always Merchants ? 


ACOB was a sharp bargainer, and his character 
has been reflected in the Hebrew people. They 
have always been and still are a nation of mer- 
chants. Nowhere in the world, I think, has it 
been possible to induce them in large numbers per- 
manently to become farmers, a peasant people. 
Many such attempts have been made, and, for a 
little while, agricultural colonies of Jews have flour- 
ished, as recently in the upper Jordan valley and on 
the plain of Sharon. But soon all such attempts 
result in dissatisfaction and tend toward dissolu- 
tion. It need not be a surprise then to learn that 


it was so from the beginning, that it belongs to the 
people of the land of the Hebrew. 

Professor Naville has been presenting many good 
things in a series of papers published in. the Pro- 
ceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaeology. 
Among other things, he has called attention to the 
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LESSON FOR JULY 9 (1 Thess. 1; 2:17-20; 4 : 13-18) 


fact that the Hebrew word for merchant is “Canaan- 
ite.” Many of the same series: presented by Pro- 
fessor Naville are so dependent upon technical dis- 
cussion of many , Hebrew, Egyptian, Cop- 
tic, Greek, and the Vulgate, that I am puzzled to 
know how to bring them here. Let me try this one, 
to see Hebrew word for merchant is 
“Canaanite.” , 

The instances in the Bible are easily understood. 
Isaiah 23:8 says, “Whose merchants are pririces, 
whose traffickers are the honorable of the earth.” 
In Proverbs 31:24, we read of the virtuous woman, 
“She maketh linen garments and selleth them: and 
delivereth girdles unto the merchant.” 

Professor. Naville finds the same use of “Canaan- 
ite” for merchant in an Egyptian inscription concern- 
ing a foreigner. A funerary papyrus at Leyden 
was written for “the merchant, Kenna.” His father 
also is mentioned as a merchant.‘ His mother, from 
the variation in the spelling of her name, was evi- 
dently. a_ foreigner. Professor Naville says :— 
“Kenna, I consider a popular etymol for the 
Semitic word for merchant, Kanan, the original 
form of which is Kenah. -As they had to find a 
sense for the word in their own language [The 


Egyptian dces so to this day], they derived ‘it from 
ena (an Egyptian word), which means ‘strong,’ 
‘mighty,’ and which has the same sound. It seems 


evident that he received that name, Kenna, because 
it was that of his profession in foreign language, 
and it sounded like the Semitic word. To the 
Egyptian, this word signified ‘the mighty one,’ to the 
Semite, ‘the merchant’: it is a good example of 
popular etymology.” 

Professor Naville, Proc. Soc. Bib. Arch., November, tors, 
pages 208-211. 1 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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What Do We Know About the 
Life After Death? 


(Continued from Notes on Open Letters, page 390) 


When Jesus was in his resurrection body, which 
was a spiritual body (1 Cor. 15:44) and of such a 
“refined substance” that it could pass through closed 
doors (John 20:19, 26), he ‘said to his disciples: 

See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: 
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye behold me having” (Luke 24:30): In 
those words he recognized the distinction between 
a “bodiless spirit,” which he might have been but 
was riot, and a spiritual body, which he was. 

We donot have'to understand just what a dis- 
embodied ‘spirit is; but weé’‘cah accept the fact that 
it exists, as we see what God’s Word has to say 
a it. 

Avery helpful book on this whole subject is en- 
titled “Progress in the Life to Come,” by Dr.. James 
M.- Gray’ (Fleming. H. Revell Company, 138 Fifth 
Avetide, New York City; 35 cents), -bringitig--to- 
gether the message of Scripture on these questions. 


Must the Blessed Dead Await Bodies ? 


Your Easter editorial, “Are our Bodies to Go to 
Heaven,” was fine, and helpful. 
Just one question. You seem to infer that at death 
our souls leave the body, and live disembodied, un- 
clothed, until at Christ’s Second Coming they for the 
first time receive them again out of corruption, trans- 
formed into spiritual bodies. 
Are _we not to beliéve, from John 11 : 26, and 1 " 
also John 14:3, that your argument for the y-re- 
demption will as wel Snalete the assumption that 
“this day,” the day of bodily death, is also the mo- 
ment of fashioning “the spiritual figs 1 
“We shall be like him,” says John.—A Florida Friend. 
The Scripture that shows that the blessed dead 
await’ the return of the Lord to this earth for their 
resurrection bodies has been mentioned above. In 
Jolin 11:26 our Lord says, “whosoever liveth and 
believeth on me shali never die.” But from other 
Scriptitres and from experience it is very plain that 
aa was not here referring to physical death. He 
imself passed through the experience of physical 
death; so do and shall all believers, until, at his 
coming, the believers then alive will enter into 
eternal life in their resurrection bodies without tast- 
ing’ of physical death. Therefore Jesus’ words in 
the verse quoted refer to the second death, or eternal 
separation from Christ. 

In John 17:24 our Lord prayed, “Father, I desire 
that they also whom thou hast given me be with 
me where I am, that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me.” That prayer is answered 
for all believers upon their death, or upon the com- 
ing- of the Lord for those who do not taste of 
death. Some believe that this “glory” of our Lord 
was veiled when he ate with his disciples; but he 
did have it when he appeared to Saul on the way 
to Damascus. John’s word that “we shall be like 
him” (1 John 3:2) was spoken with special refer- 
ence to the coming of Christ. The apostle writes: 
‘We know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he is.” That those 
who are now living in the blessing of seeing their 
Lord must 2wait his return to this earth before be- 
ing “clothed upon” with their new and glorious 
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spiritual bodies is made plain by God’s Word in 
the passages already mentioned. 


When Our Risen Lord Ate 

One of your best editorials, I think, is in your Easter 
Number, on the subject, “Are Our Bodies to Go to 
Heaven?” But my difficulty is this: I notice you say 
(in another place ta this same number): “Jesus’ resur- 
rection body, while it was the same body that he had 
before his resurrection, had been by the power of God 
supernaturally transformed from a natural into a spirit- 
a" body. It is wholly reasonable to believe that the 
natural eye cannot see that which is spiritual.” But 
considering the resurrection body as spiritual (and 
glorious, of course), as I think we are bound to regard 
it, the difficulty with me is to reconcile that with 
Christ’s asking his disciples to five him food to show 
them that he was not a spirit (Luke 24 : 37-43). 

Are you able to conceive of a spiritual y engag- 
ing thus in the natural functions -of nutrition, and 
seemitgly to involve also those of digestion? Ii not, 
how are we to take such plain, matter-of-fact refer- 
ences?—A Texas Teacher. 

We are facing a mystery, here, that we cannot un- 
derstand, and that we do not need to understand. 
White we are in the natural body, with all its limita- 
tions of knowledge and perception, we cannot com- 
prehiend the mystery of infinite and spiritual vey + 
thotigh we can accept them. Certain it is that the 
facts narrated in the Gospels, in connection with 
Christ’s resurrection body, actually occurred. It 
has sometimes been suggested that his partaking of 
food, after his resurrection, was a temporary thing 
done to help his disciples to grasp the reality of his 
resurrection. No one in this life can speak with 
positiveness as to that. That believers in their nat- 
ural bodies were unable even to see our Lord in his 
resurrection body except when gti ts | per- 
mitted or empowered to do so is suggested by the 
Gospel narratives. And that special significance at- 
tached to the fact that’ the risen Lord did partake 
of food with his disciples appears from the special 
mention of this in Peter’s. address to the Gentiles 
in the house of Cornelius, as he said: “Him God 
raised up the third day, and gave him to be made 
manifest, not to all the people, but unto witnesses 
that were chosen before of God, even to us, who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead” (Acts 10:40, 41). 


The Difference Between the Two Bodies 


An Indiana pastor makes a valuable contribution 
to the great subject of resurrection truth in the fol- 
lowing ‘letter : 


In your Easter number the discussion of the resur- 
rection body of Jesus contains much of interest. This 
thotight comes to me: f the mortal body, “it is 
sown a natural [psychichos] body; it is raised a 
spiritual ‘[pneumiatichos] body” (1 Cor. 15:44). It is 
sown, in other’ word's, a body suited to the .expres- 
sion .of the soul (psyche is so translated) within it; 
it will be raised, a body ‘suited to the expression of 
the spirit’ within it. "No wonder we groan now in this 

¥y, so’ incapable of expressing the new creation al- 


re within it! And we groan not to be~ unclothed, 
pat to be clothed upon with our body which is from 
exvén. 


That’ the resurrection bee is not a spirit without . 
a body seems clear ¢nough from the promise that our 
bodies are to be transformed into the likeness: of His 
own glorious body, a body having flesh and bones. 
Not ‘flesh and blood—the ‘blood was shed once for all, 
but flesh and bones, that which lay in Joseph’s tomb. 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” - : 


* Can Destroyed Bodies Be Raised ? 


How can we understand or explain the condition 
where a body has been cremated and scattered to the 
winds or the waters ever afterward becoming the 
same body that it was originally, and resurrected to 

the same original body? The same would be true 
of a body lost at sea or swallowed by a fish, or de. 
voured by wild animals.—A Wisconsin Seeker. 

We cannot understand or explain how God works 
when he raises from the dead, and transforms into 
glorious, spiritual form, a body that has been burned 
and scattered to the winds, or that has been drowned 
and has decomposed in the waters, or that has been 
devoured by a wild beast and has actually become 
part of the animal’s body. But neither can we un- 
derstand how God raises from the dead and trans- 
forms into a glorious, spiritual form the dust of a 
body contained in a burial casket. The simple fact 
is that God will raise from the dead into spiritual 
resurrection bodies all the bodies of believers. God 
gives us His word for this. How he is going to 
bring it to pass, in the one case or in the other, 
it is as useless for us to attempt to understand with 
our little, finite human brains as it is for us to at- 
tempt to understand any other miracle of God's in- 
finite wisdom and power. We can be certain that 
the miracle of raising from the dead the bodies of 
believers will be a simple, easy thing for our om- 
nipotent God, Creator, and Saviour. The old iilus- 
tration of the scientist’s reassembling by precipita- 
tion into a gleaming. nugget of silver the particles 
of that metal which had been dissolved and had 
disappeared .from view in a chemical solution gives 
us. a hint, from the natural world, of God’s easy 
and sure working in the supernatural world. 


Are the Unsaved Raised from the Dead ? 


Will you please give me your thought with reference 
to the resurrection of the unsaved? Will their bodies 
be resurrected the same as the saved?—A Western 
Superintendent. 
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The bodies of the unsaved will be raised; for “all 
that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth; ... they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of judgment” (John 5:28, 29). The 
resurrection of believers takes place at the coming 
of Christ, when he returns to establish his kingdom 
on earth (1 Thess. 4:15, 16; 1 Cor. 15: 20-23; Jer. 
23:5, 6; Rev. 11:15; Zech. 14:4, 16; Jer. 3:17), 
and is called “the first resurrection” (Rev. 20:4, 5). 
The resurrection of the unsaved, unto judgment, 
occurs a thousand years later, as that passage in 
Revelation shows: “The rest of the dead lived 
not until the thousand years should be finished.” 
The Bible describes the resurrection bodies of the 
saved—as incorruptible, glorious, powerful, and 
nae (1 Cor. 15: 42-44, 49); while it does not 

escribe the resurrection body of the unsaved. 
“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection: over these the second death hath no 


power; but ieey shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years” 
(Rev. 20:6). 


Pad 
Our Lord’s Coming and the Tribulation 


I have read with great interest Dr. Matthews’ artitle 
“What is the Great Tribulation?” in the Tigpes of 
March 11. . Matthews says that Christ will. come 
at the close of this age, and that the redeemed Church, 
or Bride of Christ, will be taken out of the world into 
glory, and that “the Great Tribulation” period will 
immediately begin. ... 

In Second Thessalonians 1 : 7-9, the apostle says: “the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven [his Second 
Coming] with his mighty angels, in flaming fire tak- 
ing vengeance on them that know not and that 
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the ae 4 of his power.” 

f Christ is coming simply to receive his Church, the 
Bride, and to leave the wicked dead and alive in the 
world, then why this flaming fire, taking vengeance, the 
disobedient, and this everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord?—A Kansas Student of Prophecy. 


No theologian can positively demonstrate that 1 


Thessalonians 4 : 13-18 will be fulfilled prior to 2 Thes- 
salonians 2:1-12—A Canadian Farmer. 

{The first passage mentioned, 1 Thessalonians 4: 
13-18, forms part of the text of the current Sunday- 
school lesson, and is printed on page 
When the Lord Jesus returns to earth, his own 

who are’ then living, together with the résur- 
rected saints of all ages, will be caught up to meet 
him in the air. This is the clear message of ttie 
Thessalonian passage in the current Sunday-school 
lesson’ and of other Scriptures. It will be such a 
meeting as no human mind can conceive, a gloriots 
meeting that is but faintly illustrated by the joyfal 
union of long separated lovers on earth. 

When the Lord Jesus returns to earth, he will 
come with the angels of his power in flamiig: fire, 
to pour ont fearful judgment and render vengeance 
“to them that know not God, and to them tlidt obey 
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus.” That is the clear 
message of 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 and of many 
other passages of Scripture. It will be an hour 
of darkness and mourning for those who reject 
Christ such as no human mind’ can conceive. 

That there are these two phases to our Lord’s 
Second Coming all studénts of the proptiefic Word 
agree. But there is a difference of view on one im- 
portant question. Will Christ come for his Church, 
as described in 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18, before the 
“great tribulation” spoken of in Revelation and in 
other Scriptures,—thus taking the living believers 
out of the world before the great tribulation begitis? 
Or will the members of the true Church who are 
living when the end comes pass through the great 
tribulation, and be caught up to meet the Lord at 
the close? In either case it is agreed that Christ’s 
coming to bring vengeance is at the close of the 
great tribulation. 

Paul, in 2 Thessalonians 1:2, 3(quoted above), 
says that “the day of the Lord” will not come unless 
the faHing away,—the great apostasy,—come first, 
and the man of sin be revealed. Does this mean 
that Christ will not come for his Church till after 
“the man of sin” is revealed? Or does “the day of 
the Lord” refer to his coming in vengeance, at the 
close of the tribulation—coming with the saints who 
have already been caught up to meet him in the air 
before the tribulation set in? 

Some students agree with Dr. Matthews’ view 
that the Church will be taken out of the world be- 
fore the tribulation. These believe that Christ may 
come for his saints at any moment. Other studénts, 
who just as eagerly look for the Blessed Hope of 
the Lord’s personal return, believe that the Church 
will pass through the tribulation and will be caught 
up when Christ comes at the close of that awful 
period. These believe that Christ cannot come “at 
any moment,” since “the man of sin” has not yét 

been revealed; but that Christ may come in any 
generation. 

The Sunday School Times is planning to have a 
number of the leading teachers on both sides of 
this question give the reasons for their view, and 
hopes to publish on the basis of these expressions 
an article that should prove to be a stimulating 
scriptural study. 
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LESSON 2. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

FOUR-YEAR-OLD boy’s father occupies a 

secretarial position in the United States Navy; 

and the boys in this family have learned that 
the cheerful phrase “Aye, aye, Sir,” is the instant 
response that bluejackets give to any command from 
an officer. Little four-year-old Richard and his 
father were watching the fluffy white clouds in the 
sky; and the boy asked a question as to angels be- 
ing in those clouds. After replying, the father said: 
be gesve were to come through the sky now, what 
would you do?” After a moment’s thought the 
youngster straightened into a military attitude of 
attention, lifted a dimpled hand to his forehead, and 
heartily replied: “I would say, ‘Aye, aye, Sir,’ and 
salute Him.” (This story was given more fully 
in the Times of December 18, 1915, on page 772.) 


Our Background Material 


Get the impressions of all in the class who have 
read 1 Thessalonians through, and their own outline 
of the brief letter. Then give your own outline and 
impression to the class. Note Dr. Gray’s article on 
mastering this book, on page 393 in this issue. . 

How and when the letter came to be written is 
shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

How to make the epistle realistic, like a present- 
day letter, is shown in Mr. Rogers’ article (1-3). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this é8sue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pacegrapne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Have memories refreshed as to just what occurred 
in founding the church at Thessalonica, by reviewing 
last Sunday's lesson: Paul in a Jewish synagogue 
preaches Christ crucified and risen; many won to 
Christ—some Jews, a great multitude of Greeks 
and leading women; otto persecution, mob vio- 
lence, but Paul and Silas escape. 

Paul had spoken the Gospel to them “in power” 
(2: §)- He had come to them in the fulness of 

e blessing of the Gospel of Christ (Rom. 15: 29). 
This was because he had let Christ work the miracle 
of evangelization through him, as we can. _ 

Suffering and joy at one and the same time,— 
there was further evidence of the miracle of the 
life that is Christ in the Thessalonians (1:6). Are 
we able to rejoice in the midst of our worst suffer- 
ing? We can always do so—when His life is ours. 
The place that suffering has in real testifying for 
Christ is shown by Mr. Rogers (4, 5). The situa- 
tion that confronted the new Thessalonian converts 
is made vivid by Mrs. Baldwin (1). 

The Thessalonian Christians were themselves gos- 
pels. They were incarnations of the power and 
the life of Christ (1:7). Their lives did dynamic 
preaching; men around them could not escape the 
force of it. Does our own very presence among 

ople make them hunger for what we so plainly 

ave—Christ? See Mr. Ridgway (2). 

No wonder these converts were to be Paul’s 
crown! As to the various crowns promised as re- 
wards to believers, at the judgment seat of Christ, 
see Dr. Griffith Thomas’ comment (II, 5) 

One reason of the Thessalonian Christians’ suc- 
cess was Paul’s praying for them (1:2, 3). Don’t 
you believe he remembered those converts by name 
as he prayed? See Mr. Ridgway’s challenging word 
on the gain of such prayer (1); and a foreign mis- 
sionary’s prayer list, mentioned in the Round-Table 
sig der must have had such a list. 

atan is a real, not an imaginary factor in the 
life of Christians. He hindered Paul in the apostle’s 
longing plans to rejoin his Thessalonian friends. 
Notice the very “practical” way in which Satan may 
have done this (Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 4). 

A great perplexity, causing real grief, had been 
troubling these Thessalonian Christians. It had to 
do with those of their friends and families who had 
died as Christians,—would they miss the wonderful 
blessings of the Lord’s return? This perplexity is 
explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6). It was 
the occasion of the wonderful, Spirit-given message 
in 4:13-18 The blessed dead, God shows through 
Paul, will not only be at no disadvantage in relation 
to the return of Christ, but rather will have a brief 
. advantage,—see Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 9). 

Have you noticed that what the Bible calls “the 
blessed hope” (Titgss 2:13) of Christ’s Second Com- 
ing is in the concluding part of each one of the five 
chapters of Paul's letter to the Thessalonians? See 





JULY 9. THE THESSALONIAN CHRISTIANS 
1 Thessalonians 1; 2: 17-20; 4: 13-18. Commit 4: 16, 17 
Golden Text: If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with him.—1 Thessalonians 4: 14 


{The portion of the text indicated the International 
Heston Committee for-printing in the lesson helps te 
1 SS. 15 4: 13- 


1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy, unto the church of 
the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making 
mention of you in our prayers; 3 senpmneing without 
ceasing your work of faith and labor of love and + 
of hope in our rd Jesus Christ, before *our 
Father; 4 knowing, brethren beloved of God, your elec- 
tion, 5 *how that our ‘gospel came 
word only, but also in power, and in the 
in much Sassurance; even as ye know what manner of 
men we showed ourselves toward you for your sake. 6 
And ye became imitators of us, and of the Lord, having 
received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy 
Spirit; 7_so that ye became an ensample to all that be- 
lieve in Macedonia and in A-cha’ia. 8 For from you hath 
sounded forth the word of the Lord, not onl Mace- 
donia and A-cha’ia, but in every place your faith to God- 
ward is gone forth; so that we need not to speak any- 
thing. 9 For they themselves report concerning us what 
manner of entering in we unto you; and how ye 
turned unto God from idols, to serve a living and true 

od, 10 and to wait for his rom heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivereth us from 
the wrath to come. 

4:13 But we ‘would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them that fall asleep; that ye sorrow not, 
even as the rest, who have no hope. 14 For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also that 
are fallen asleep *in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 
For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we that are alive, that are left unto the ‘coming of the 
Lord, shall in no wise precede them that are fallen asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first; 1 
then we that are alive, that are left; shall together wit 
them be caught up in the clouds, to meet t rd 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Where- 
fore, *comfort one another with these words. 


1Or, stedfastness *Or, God and our Father *Or, be- 

cause our gospel &c. ‘Gr... good tidings: and so else- 
where; see marginal note on Mt. 4. 23. ‘Or, fulness 
© Gr. through. Or, will God through Jesus ‘*Gr. presence. 
®Or, exhort ch. 5. 11. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons m* 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Chapter 2: 17.—What was the absence from the 
Thessalonians that Paul speaks of? (Griffith Thomas, 
Il, 3.) Why did he so desire to see them? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 5; Rogers, 2.) 

Verse 18.—-In what way did Satan hinder him if 
it was the Lord’s will for him to go? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 19.—Why did Paul speak of them as his 
hope, joy, crown of glorying, at the coming of 
Jesus? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) 

Chapter 4: 13.—Why did Paul speak of those who 
had fallen asleep? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6, 10.) 
Does he suggest that they should not sorrow at all? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) Who are meant by “the 
rest,” who have no hope? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 

Verse 14.—Why does Paul say “if we believe”? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) In what sense are those 
fallen asleep in Jesus brought “with Him”? (Grif- 
fith Thomas, II, 9.) 

Verse 15.—Does this verse suggest that Paul ex- 
pected to be present when the Lord came? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 7, 8.) Did he make a mistake regard- 
ing this? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 








what Dr. Gray, toward the close of his article, says 
as to the five things connected with the Second Com- 
ing of Christ. 

Perhaps some in your class may think that, after 
all, it makes little difference in one’s present-day 
life and duty whether he thinks much about the 
Lord’s return and whether he knows just what the 
Bible has to say about it. Give the facts of the lead- 
ing editorial in this issue, “Is the Truth of Our 
Lord’s Return a Practical Matter for To day?” 
How the knowledge of this truth affects practical life 
is shown by Mrs. Baldwin (2); she gives other sug- 
gestions (3) as to studying the riptures with 
reference to Christ’s return. 

If you have been following Dr. Scofield’s remark- 
able articles on this great subject (instalments of 
which have appeared in the Times of April 8, 22, 
May 6, 20, and June 3) you can share some of the 
richness of these with your class. See also Notes 
on Open Letters for an important question. 

Not all Christians realize that the resurrection 
of believers awaits the return of Christ. Interesting 
facts concerning the life after this, and what is 
known as to our resurrection bodies, are given 
in an extended article in Notes on Open Letters 
in this issue of the Times: Why the resurrection of 
the actual human body in which believers have lived 
is so important is shown by Mr. Rogers (7-8). 

Here are six striking facts about the Lord’s Re- 
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turn, pointed out by the Rev. Henry W. Frost in a 
recent sermon on 4: 13-18: @) It is to be Jesus’ 
own personal return—“himself” (vy. 16). 

jad Seow gig Hf yw 
angel.” (3) It wi a i wn 
“the trump of God” (see 1 oe. ts:ter her 10:7). 
(4) It will be victorious; “with a shout.” (5) It 
wi be eternal ; “so shall we ever be.” (6) It will 
be satisfying ; “wi Lord.” 

The Truth That Is Golden 


The unspeakably glorious resurrection of the body, 
which is yet to come, will complete the present resur- 
rection-life victory that Christ gives us over the 
sin that results in the death of the body. In other 
words, Christ offers us the victory of the spiritual 
resurrection life now and here, while we are await- 
ing the resurrection-body life. For “the sting of 
death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: but 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). In Christ 
we are made dead to sin (Rom. 6:2), free from 
the law of sin (Rom. 8:2), t like as Christ was 
raised from the dead thro the glory of the 
Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.” 


Teaching Points 


Paul did not necessarily believe that he and those 
to whom he was writing would be alive at the 
coming of the Lord; as Dr. W. J. Erdman has 
pointed out, he used the word “we” (4:15) as 
speaking of the church of Christ in a corporate 
sense. See also Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 7, 8). 

There is a “work of faith” (1: 9). It is the 
work that God does, supernaturally using us, 
when we trust him to “do it all.” 

There is a “labor of love” (1:3). Love is not 
a sentimental thing; love acts and works. Love 
must do things for the one loved. If it does net, 
it is not real love. It was because “God so loved 
the world, that he”—John 3: 16. 

And there is a “patience of hope” (1:3). But 
Christian hope is not uncertainty: it is not think- 
ing that things may come to pass.’ Christian hope 
looks forward to that which has not yet been re- 
ceived, but in unshakeable knowledge that God 
will make good his Word. The great hope of the 
Christian is the personal return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ,—“looking for the blessed. hope and ap- 
pearing of the glory of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

What is the “election” of a Christian? (1: 4.) 

How can Paul, without egotism, speak of their 
—— “imitators of us, and of the Lord”? 

1:6. 

What is “the wrath to come”? (1: 10). 

How could Paul “give thanks to God always 
for you all” (1:2) if he had to exhort any of 
them against such sin as is named in chapter 4? 
Can we give thanks for a Christian who is sin- 
ning? 

Are we laying up crowns of glory to be ours 
at the coming of the Lord? Or is there danger 
that we may be “ashamed before him at his com- 
ing”? (1 John 2: 28.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members own 
preparation.] 


Paul at Athens (Acts 17 : 16-34). 


How would you like to stand up and address an 
audience of men and women made up of some of 
the keenest thinkers and representatives of the high- 
est culture the world has ever known? And to do 
this as an utter stranger to them, in order to tell 
them about something which you knew, in advance, 
most of them would contemptuously consider utter 
nonsense? That is the situation that faces Paul in 
our next lesson. How did he meet it? 


How can you account for the fact that a city 
representing the highest culture the world has 
ever known was full of idols? 

Was the philosophy of Greece in that day what 
would be called primitive or permanent, from the 
standpoint of human philosophy to-day? 

What in this lesson shows whether the multitude 
were sincere or insincere when they said to Paul, 
“May we know what this new teaching is?” 

In what way were Athenians of then very much 
like many people in big cities to-day? 

What seems to you the most important thinig 
Paul said in his address at Athens? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


LESSON FOR JULY 9 (x Thess. 1; 2: 17-203 4: 13-18) 





is 
attractive title for a book, and 


He": PAULINAE” (“Hours with Paul”) 
not a very r 

yet the book of this mame by Paley is one of 
most in It 


iteresting and valuable we possess. 
an attempt by comparison of the Acts and Paul’s 
istles to show how one sheds light on the other 
istles help to support the historical 


statements of This is rx gg ow! interesting 

valuable in connection with Paul's work in 
Thessalonica, when studied in the light of his Epis- 
tles to the Thessalonians (E. S. Gorham, New 
. Ramsay (“Pictures of the Apos- 
tolic Church,” The Sunday School Times Company, 
$1.50 net) says, “The completeness and perfection 
with which the narrative in Acts is illustrated by, 
and throws light in its turn on, the Thessalonian 
letters, makes the study of the relations between 
them exceptionally instructive.” Another modern 
writer says that none of Paul’s writings give us 
a clearer idea of his missionary preaching or a 
more livi picture of the surroundings of the 
primitive "Church. The special value of Thessalon- 
ians is that the First Epistle is almost certainly the 
earliest of all Paul’s writings that have come down 
to us. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—The personal and other references 
in the Epistle should be read with Acts 18: 5-11. 
There is no doubt that Paul remained at Thessa- 
lonica much longer than the three Sabbaths men- 
tioned in Acts. The work was much larger and 
extended to several weeks, perhaps even to months 
(Phil. 4: 16). The circumstances of the letter seem 
to have been that after Paul had left Beroea, as 
in our last lesson, and gone to Athens, Silas and 
Timothy remained behind. Then probably Timothy 
joined Paul at Athens and was sent back to Thess- 
alonica (1. Thess. 3:1), while Paul went on to 
Corinth. There he wrote this Epistle to explain 
his absence, to express his anxiety for the converts 
he had left, and to give them further teaching. 
Probably, too, he had heard in the interval of the 
falling asleep of some who had received Christ (1 
Thess. 4:13). (1) : 

Date.—A. D. 54 or about twenty-two years after 
the ascension of Christ. 


Il. The Lesson 


Announcement—The New Converts’ Faithfulness 
(1: 1-10).—This chapter is considered mainly from 
the standpoint of those who preached at Thessa- 
lonica. Silvanus is the Silas of Acts, and is men- 
tioned in 1 and 2 Thessalonians only. Timothy is 
also found in the Acts as Paul’s companion, and 
is mentioned in all the Epistles except Galatians, 
Ephesians, and Titus. It was natural for Paul to 
associate these two men with himself in this letter, 
not only because they visited the place with hin, 
but also because it was through their information 
received at Corinth that he was enabled to write. (2) 

As usual, he opens with thanksgiving for what 
the believers were, and he mentions in particular 
three things: their faith, their love, and their 
hope. Wherever he went he heard testimonies of 
this threefold attitude of the Thessalonian Chris- 
tians in turning to God, serving him, and waiting 
for his Son from heaven. 

Acceptance—The Converts’ Faith (2: 1-12).—The 
Apostle goes on to remind them of the circum- 
stances under which they first received the Gospel, 
that the coming of the Christian missionaries was 
associated with boldness, sincerity, gentleness, love 
and holiness, Thus, he reviewed the trying circum- 
stances under which they first received Christ. 


Appropriation—The Believers’ Love (2:13 to 4: 
12).—Then Paul speaks of the way in which they had 
received the message as the Word of God, and 
had become imitators of other Churches, since they, 
too, had suffered from the Jews who had been do- 
ing their utmost to prevent the Gospel from spread- 
ing among the Gentiles (2: 13-16). But he assures 
them that separation had not cooled, but had really 
strengthened his love for them; indeed, he actually 
speaks of himself as “bereaved,” thereby showing 
the intense love that he had for them. It is gen- 
erally thought that at least five years elapsed be- 
fore he visited Thessalonica again, though we have 
no particulars of that or any subsequent visit. (3) 

Meanwhile, he was trying again and again to 
come back, but had been hindered by Satan. How 
this took place it is not stated, though, as Ramsay 
suggests, the bond that Jason gave to the authori- 
ties might have included an undertaking that Paul 
would not enter the city. If this is correct, he may 
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be referring to his efforts to get this bond cancelled, 
and as these were ineffectual, he naturally traced 
the violence of the Jews to Satan. Although Satan 
is not omnipresent, yet he has power to hinder 
God’s le and them suffer (Dan. 10: 13). 
But the triumph of God’s people is certain 
(Rom. 16:20). (4) : . 
The reason why Paul was so desirous of seeing 
them was that he could express his feelings more 
effectively than in writing. These converts formed 
his. hope of reward as a servant of Christ (Phil. 
4: 1), and as such were his “joy” and “crown.” 
aul has in mind the ju ent-seat of Christ, where 
converts would be like the crown given to victors 
in the contests (Phil. 2:16). It is interesting to 
notice the various crowns in the New Testament 
peeves as rewards to believers (1 Cor. 9:25; 2 
im. 4:8; James 1:12; 1 Pet. 5:4). Then, be- 
cause of his affection for them, and the destruc- 
tion of all his hopes of returning, he did the next 
best thing and sent Timothy, his friend and fel- 
low-worker, to establish and confirm them in the 
faith of Christ (3:2). (5). : 
Paul was particularly desirous that the evil one 
who had been hindering him should not be at work 
in opposing his young and inexperienced converts 
(3:5). But when Timothy returned and told the 
Apostle what was actually the case, that their faith 
and love were strong, and in particular that they 
remembered Paul and wanted to see him, his heart 
overflowed with thanksgiving and joy, while his 
prayer for them was increased (3: 6-10). 


Anticipation—The Christians’ Hope (4:13-5:11). 
—There was one matter of special importance 
which Paul felt he must mention. During the in- 
terval since he left Thessalonica there had been 
deaths among the converts, and some anxiety had 
been felt as to whether these departed ones would 
share in the fulfilment of the hope of our Lord’s 
return held out to them in the Gospel. When Paul 
had heard from Timothy of this perplexity, he at- 
tempted to remove the difficulty. He tells them 


“that while grief for the loss of their friends is 


natural, yet they were not to sorrow as those who 
did not possess any hope. They were to be saved 
needless sorrow, and not to grieve as other people 
did who had no hope of resurrection. When he 
speaks of “the rest” he is contrasting Christians 
with those who are not Christians, and reminding 
his readers that those out of Christ had no such 
hope. But with the believer hope concerning the 
future is involved in the very attitude of belief in 
Christ. The word “if” really means “since” or 
“granted that” (Col. 3:1). When and since we 
believe in our Lord’s resurrection, this carries with 
it the assurance of the resurrection of believers. 
When the Lord comes in the glory of his Kingdom, 
all such believers will be brought with him (Matt. 
25:31; 2 Thess. 1:10). (6) 

Then the Apostle proceeds to support this state- 
ment by a definite revelation of Divine truth (Gal. 
1:12) which would meet the perplexity. When the 
Lord Jesus returns, believers will be divided into 
two classes, the living and the dead, and the Apostle 
sometimes associates himself with the one class, 
looking forward to resurrection (2 Cor. 4:14) and 
sometimes with the other, expecting change, as here 
(see also 1 Cor. 15:51, 52). (7) 

Careful consideration of the various passages 
where this subject is mentioned seems to show that 
we cannot always fairly draw conclusions from the 
Apostle’s language as to his own expectation, though 
he certainly shared in what should be the attitude 
of each generation of believers, the desire for and 
expectation of our Lord’s coming. There is no 
development or change in his doctrine, because all 
through his life he maintains the same attitude to- 
ward the great alternatives, without contradiction 
or inconsistency (2 Cor. 5: 1-10; Phil. 1: 21-24; 2:17; 
3:20; Titus 2: 11-13; 2 Tim. 4:6-8). (8) 

He then goes on to tell them that the Lord will 
come with a word of command, with a shout in the 
voice of an archangel, and with such a trumpet as is 
used in God’s service. This threefold description 
is perhaps expressive of one great signal from 
heaven. The result will be that those who have 
died in Christ will be raised first, and so far from 
being placed at any disadvantage, as the Thessalon- 
ians feared, they shall be raised before the living 
are changed. Then will come the transformation 
of the living believers (1 Cor. 15:52), and both 
companies together will be taken up to be with 
Christ forever. The reference to clouds. is also 
found in connection with Christ’s ascension (Acts 
1:9; Rev. 11:12). Then would come a wonder- 
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ful and glorious meeting with the Lord, and all 
this is intended as the cure for the sorrow 
had come upon the Thessalonians. They are thus 
shown that they need have no fear whatever about 
their loved ones, since all in Christ will be reunited 
at his coming. ( 
closing words are a further reminder of 

their own life in the light of this one (5:1-11) > 
and calls for practical exhortation and edification in 
the Church (5:11). 

The letter closes with some detached counsels 
for their practical life (5: 12-28). 


Ill. Central Truths 


The Golden Text is particularly interesting, be- 
cause it sums up in a brief form the entire Chris- 
tian creed, and it is worth while noticing how the 
central teaching of the Epistle in relation to the 
coming of Christ is thus associated with our Lord’s 
Person and work. 


1. Christ Lived. This is, of course, implied m 
the fact that he died and rose. 


2. Christ Died—-This is the blessed reality of the 
atoning sacrifice. 


3. Christ Rose—The resurrection is the assurance 
of victory over sin and completion of redemption. 


4. Christ has given rest to those who have died 
in him—The original is very beautiful: “Put to 
sleep through Jesus.” This may mean that they 
died as the result of persecution for his sake, or 
more probably that what was death to men without 
hope of resurrection had come to be sleep for those 
who trust him, since Christ had robbed death of all 
its power (1 Cor. 15:55). (10) 

5. Christ Will Return—This is the theme of the 
whole passage, and indeed of almost owner eet of 
the Epistle. It is interesting to notice that chap- 
ters 1, 2, 3, 4 and § all close with this thought of 
our Lord’s coming again. This was no doubt the 
spiritual idea preached by Paul at Thessalonica of 
Jesus as “another King.’ 


6. Christ Will Reunite Believers—This is clear 
from the Golden Text and the following verses. 


7. Christ Calls for the Response of Faith—“We 
believe.” This is the true attitude of the soul to 
all these great realities; “since we believe.” This 
means that we accept the death and resurrection of 
Christ as facts, and rest on him as our Saviour, 
while we expect him to come again as our Lord 
and King. So that the one and only question for 
us in this connection is: “Do we believe?” 


Wycuirre Coi.ece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Praying.—Making mention of you in our prayers 
(v. 2). On Sunday morning the minister has his 
“big prayer” and prays in general terms and in 
pretty much the same phrases service after service. 
I have often wondered how many intelligences in 
the devoutly bowed heads were following along this 
old familiar, well beaten prayer way. Do you al- 
ways go along? But suppose instead of “Oh, Lord, 
sit with all those who are under the shadow of 
affliction,” the preacher should say “Deacon Jones’ 
little daughter,” “Mrs. William Brown,” and men- 
tion others of us by name. Would that bowed con- 
gregation continue busy in promoting, planning, deal- 
ing, dress-making, harvesting, preserving, and all the 
other things that seem to roost on the top rail of the 
bench in front? “It gets right next to a fellow 
when you pray, ‘God bless old Bob and make him 
a good man,’” said Bob Ackley. Perhaps the reason 
much praying is so unsatisfactory is this lack of 
the “mention.” We pray, “O Lord, prosper all our 
hand findeth to do.” Why should we not pray, 
“Lord, send us that nice order of the Good Pay 

g. Co. we should like to have, and need so 
badly”; “Lord, I want a better job, this Godless and 
Heartless firm is no place for a Sunday-school man 
to work. If it is good for me send me to a better 
boss”? Nothing makes a business man so tired 
as the many indefinite and general imitation type- 
writer letters that pour into his office. Lots of 
communications that go up to heaven are like them 
(Gen. 18:23 ff; 1 Kings 3:5). (1) 


Religion’s Touchstone.—Ye know what manner 
of men we showed ourselves toward you (v. 5). 
The thing that amazed the heathen in that day and 
which “gets next” the “heathen” in this day is the 
unselfishness of Christianity. This is the touch- 
stone of piety. I have just been to see an old 
soldier who used to work for us. Years ago the 
foreman had to discharge him because he was so 
mean, ugly, and selfish with the other men. Then 
he got religion and became the sweetest, gentlest, 
and most beloved man in the shop. He lives with 
his daughter, who is a working girl. He draws a 
pension of twenty-five dollars a month. The 
daughter has been in the hospital for a year under- 





398 


going three major operations. It has 
taken all the old fellow’s pension mone 

for two years for doctors and hospita 

Was he worrying about that? ot a 
bit of it. “Surely God has been good to 
me,” said Jim. “He supplied the money 
that I might save my daughter.” That 
magic touch of religion which trans- 
mutes life’s accidents into joys is what 
the outsiders cannot “get on to.” Asa 
distinguished man once said as he con- 
templated a bunch of men in Christian 
fellowship, “You fellows have some- 
thing in your lives I do not have.” And 


‘he wanted it. He went back to his old 
home in Athens and it. He was 
‘Henry W. Grady, of Atlanta Con- 


‘stitution (Prov. 19:22; Song of Sol. 
8:6, 7). (2) 

How to Teach.—Ye became an en- 
sample to all that believe in Macedonia 
‘and in Achaia (v. 7). We church folks 
are continually bemg told we must be 
“ensamples” to the unchurched. “The 
world is watching you,” has been thun- 
“dered from many a pulpit and often ac- 
companied by a big bang on the Bible 
by way of emphasis. ut who ever 
says to us, Coatesville Christians should 
be ensamples “to all that believe in 
Macedonia” or Massachusetts! Or 
‘that the pew should be a model for 
the pulpit—and vice-versa. It is a good 
‘deal easier to be a gabby teacher than 
‘a quiet “ensample.” But the “ensam- 
ple” is what produces results, in relig- 
ious work and out of it. “What you 
are speaks so loud I can not hear what 
you say.” Some folks have gotten into 
their heads that the Sunday-school’ is 
first of all and last-of all a school. 
So things are conducted accordingly. 


I agree with Dr. Trumbull, the former | 


long-headed editor of this paper, that 
the Sunday-school is first of all a place 
of influence. The teacher above all 
things else must have religion—the real 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If ey Bees 
they mor not be considered at all. o not 
submit illvstrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
$f, “7 invited to assist in the condust of 
t department. e dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 


two dollars for the best illustration each 
week, 





It.—/f. we believe that 


God bring with him (Golden Text).--In 
tells of a family she knew that lost 


diphtheria. é 
old escaped. en Easter came the 
parents and child were at church. She 
taught her class of ‘girls ‘that day and 
he went to his superintendent’s desk, 
led his school in worship and read the 
Easter story with only a break now and 
then in his fine voice. Amid the faces 
lined by suffering, rebellion, and despair, 
amid the badges of sorrow and mourn- 
ing and the silent voices of the Easter 
congregation, they had seemed a mir- 
acle. “How can they?” men and women 
said to each other as they left the 
church. A fifteen-year-old boy walking 
home with his father from the Sunday- 
school hour said hesitatingly, for he 
did not talk much with his father, “Dad, 
I guess Mr. and Mrs. L—— really be- 
lieve it, don’t they?” “Believe what?” 
said the father, for he thought slowly. 
| “The whole big thing, all of it, Easter, 
| you know.” “Of course,” answered the 
father, “all Christians believe it.” “Not 
| that vy said the boy, and began to 
| whistle lest his father should say more. 
Sent by The Rev. John Edwar 
Roaring Spring, Pa. 





Jesus died and rose again, even so them | taining ener 
also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will | 


Stone, | 





the Congregationalist Margaret Slattery | 


three children in less than a week by | 


a little three-year- | such resident energy that the great nat- 


| 





were the names of the people whom he 

had definitely assisted in leading to 

Christ. Daily he had. used this book, 

though the years, just to refresh his 

memory so that he could always be 
raying for them.—Sent by G. L. Mc- 
inney, Newtown, Ind. (1). 


The Power of Christ.—/n power, 
and in the Holy Spirit (v. 5). The 
coming of Christ into the life of earth 
has been likened to the discovery of 
radium. Ten years ago, if you had 

about one atom of material con- 
enough to keep a clock 
ticking for a hundred years, men would 
have laughed. They do not la now 
if they are intelligent ; they have learned 
a little about the meaning of “radium.” 
In Galilee there was One possessed of 


ural order made to Him an unwonted 
response. He caused the lame to walk, 
the blind, to see; He caused burdened 
and sinful souls to stand forth in new- 
ness of life. And in the presence of 
these mysterious potencies, physical and 
spiritual, wise men do not scoff; they 


worship.—From the’ Sunday School 
Chronicle. ‘Sent by W. R. Clark, Jer- 
sey, Eng. 


How to Conduct the Business.—T70 
wait for his Son from heaven (v. 10). 
A few years ago a Christian man was 
told by his doctor that he had heart 
disease and might die any day. It 
was a great surprise to him, but they 
sat and talked quietly. Then the man 
asked if he should give up his: business. 
“No!” said the doctor, “I think you 
will die sooner if a do; just go on, 
but live with this knowledge, that you 
may be wanted to leave this life at 
any moment.” The man went down to 
business, and calling together the heads 





of departments he said to-them: “I 
have been to see the doctor this morn- 
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ship to God becomes that of confessed 
weakness that requires a higher power 
to rest upon it, a deeply felt need to be 
met by a gift of abundant life, a readi- 
ness to stumble that can only be ar- 
rested by an upholding arm. It is 
grace. The Oriental thankfully accepts . 
the truth: “He is able to keep what 
I have committed unto him,” 
the more active and self-reliant West- 
ern mind w prefer, “I am able to 
keep what he has committed unto me.” 
ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
' a 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
pe map shows Thessalonica. The 
number 24 is connected with a dot 


which: indicates that town. Notice how 
the place is beside a bay of the Aegean 


























Sea. To-day we shall look across a 
part of the old town to the waters of 
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that bay. Set your stereograph in the 
wire frame.. Now look out through 


the stereograph lenses. ; 

Why, Thessalonica is a city with a 
high wall. of stone around it, a wall 
somewhat like the one around Jeru- 


ing and he tells me I have heart disease, 
and that I may die at any moment and | 
at any place. I shall still come to busi- 


thing. The scholars must know it and) Settling It for Us.—If we believe that | 
will know it. The teacher must be an | Jesus died and rose again, even so them | 


“ensample,” a pattern, and on that ac- | giso ¢ ' ; ill | 
Pincay — lg gg align el also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will 





| Gad bring with-him (Golden Text). In | ness, but Jesus may come at any hour 


much cutting out of things and much | the country there was a house which | 


minding of p’s and q’s. The “teach- 
ing process” and other pedagogical 
trimmings. can come along afterward 
(Matt. 5:16; Heb. 12:1; 1 Pet. 2:12). 

Infectious Good.—Your faith to 
God+ward is gone forth; so that we 
meed not to speak anything (v. 8). In- 
gersoll on being challenged how. he 
would improve on God’s way of doing 


“things said he would make good health’ 


catching instead of cholera, smallpox, 


and other diseases. Well, God has | 
made moe health catching. One of | 
Ingersoll’s followers says sickness is 


all our own fault. We don’t know 
how to eat, play, work and love. 
wears out his pencils abusing doctors, 


preachers, and lawyers. As a matter of | 


fact, God has so made the world that 
all things good “spread abroad,” and 
are catching, whether raising funds for 
the unfortunate or raising flowers for 
a fad. Faith, hope, and charity are all 
three catching. I have seen one good 
man by his faith change a great com- 
pany from despair to hope—and to suc- 
cess. Read the early history of your 
country from Plymouth Rock to Val- 
ley Forge if you have any doubts about 
faith being catching. Come see me 
and I will take you where the laurel 
bushes grow behind which George 
Washington prayed that awful winter. 
You can, here at Valley Forge, look 
upon the noble face of Mad Anthony 
Wayne as, high up on his bronze horse, 
he watches over the beautiful valley, 
full of the faith caught from his great 
leader. No one doubted the faith of 
the early Christians as they faced tor- 
ment and death. It was this exhibition 
rather than preaching that made con- 
verts. 
is right. When the congregation is 
full of faith it does not so much mat- 
ter about the preaching (Dan. 6: 10, 
25-28; Acts 8:1). Stephen’s faith gave 
us Paul. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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He | 


was supposed.to have a haunted room. 
One day the father determined to put 
| @ stop to the superstition, so’he said he 
| would sleep in:that room. He-did so, 
and next morning he came down smil- 
| ing. “There,”: he*said} “I told you. 
| There is nothing to be afraid of there.” 
| Is not this exactly what Christ did for 
; us?—From the: Sunday School Chron- 
icle. -Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, 
| Halifax, Eng. 


The Message.—“Even so them also 
that are fallen asleep in Jesus” (Golden 
Text). A pestilence hovers over a great 
| city with its dark wings, and every 
night the husband goes to his cottage 
home wondering whether he may not 
find: the wife whom he left in health in 
the sage oy | stricken at night. One 
evening the house is closed, and the win- 
dews are dark. He knocks and there is 
no answer, and he rings, and he gets no 
response, and his heart sinks within 
him. But suddenly he discerns on the 
floor a little paper, and opens it and 
reads it, and it brings him a message 
from his wife: “My father has come 
| for. me, and has taken me up into the 
mountains where there is no malaria, 
no disease, no danger. I am safe there, 
| and in a few days he is coming for you 
to follow me.” So we come to the house 
| that held our beloved. It is dark, and 
out of the windows that shone with 





| the light of love no light is shining. We | 


| are heart-broken, until we find the Word 
| brought to us that the loved one has 
| gone to the mountains where there is 


| disease, but the eternal flowers and the 
everlasting sunlight—Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, London, Eng. 


| Have Yeu a Prayer List?—Making 
| mention of you in our prayers? (1: 2.) 
| I once knew: an- old man who had given 


Their faith was catching. Paul | 


the best years of his life in service | 
}on the foreign mission field. One ‘day | 


| we were discussing prayer and its neces- 
| sary place in the life of a Christian. 
He drew from his pocket a small note- 


Vethod books you need in Sunday-:chool | book filled with lists of foreign-sound- 


work are listed in the Times’ book catalog. 


‘ing names. He explained that these 


| 











' no pain, nor sorrow, nor temptation; nor | 224 _to express the hope that the love 


to take me to Himself. And, men, un- 
derstand, please, that this business is 
to be conducted in the hourly expecta- 
tion that Jesus Christ is coming to 
fetch. the master. God bless- you!” 
That is the normal attitude of men who 
watch for their Lord.—From “Human- 
ity and God,’ by the Rev. Samuel 
Chadwick. Sent’ by the Rev. A. F. 
Weaver, Lock Haven, Pa. - The prise 
for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


RACE to you and peace (v. 1). 

In common Oriental intercourse 
grace means the bestowal of something 
beyond what could be claimed by right. 
For example, if a beggar sitting at his 
usual street corner receives a copper 
from one who drops his gift and passes 
on, the poor man responds with a bene- 
diction, but regards the transaction as 
an ordinary one. 

The stranger’ has lent something -to 
the Lord and will be repaid; in fact 
he may have done it for his own sake, 
in order to acquire merit, or to atone 
for some sin of selfishness or dishon- 
esty: anyhow, beggar and benefactor 
are quits. But if the stranger stops 
for a moment to give also his saluta- 
tion of peace, and to ask about the 
health of the beggar and his family, 


of God is constraining men to be kind 
to him—all this is grace. The coin 
may be the food, but the expression of 
good-will and personal interest is the 
salad that turns it into a feast. Simi- 
larly, if a sum of two dollars is to be 
given to an Oriental workman for some- 





thing done by him, he will be more | 
pleased if a dollar and a half be first | 


| handed to him as wages earned, with | 


an added half-dollar as a friendly ex- 
tra, a token of personal favor. It is 
grace. When this attitude is directed ' 
toward. spiritual things, 


the. relation- ' 


salem! Over and over again, in old 
times, that wall kept out enemies who 
would have robbed and killed the citi- 
zens and burned their houses.- Soldiers 
shooting from the top of the wall kept 
them away. In these days of heavy, 
long-distance cannon such a wall could 
easily be battered to pieces, but in 
Paul’s time and even later it afforded 
solid protection. — How closely the 
Thessalonian buildings are set together. 

Paul’s letter, which we are. studying 
to-day, was brought to his-Thessalonian 
friends by sonie passenger on an old- 
fashioned sailing- vessel that came over 
the waters of that very bay. The peo- 
ple to whom it was read aloud (in the 
Greek language) had Romes and shops 
on the same ground that we see now 
inside the city wall. : : 

Use a stereograph entitled “Salonika, 
—ancient Thessalonica—south; show- 
ing modern city and bay.” 

The use of the Underwood starooqrephs in 
connection with’these notes will found 
exceedingly helpful in. the class, and per- 
fectly practicable: The striking reality of 
the stereograph makes the lesson place real, 
and so helps fix the underlying .idea of the 
lesson. Forty-four places are visited and 
described in 1916. If all are ordered at one 
time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is 
given free. Price for the year, $7.34. Ten 
are used during this third quarter, cost 2. 
Five of these are called for in July, cost 
cents. Less than four in any one 
cents each. Stereoscopes, cents each. 
Postage or express is prepaid on all orders 
for stereographs or stereoscopes. Lantern 
slides of the same _ lesson places” can also 
be furnished. Plain eS cents each; 
sepia-tinted, ss cents; colored, $1.10. In or- 


ier cost 20 


-ders for twenty-five or more the prices are: 


lain, 40 cents; sepia, 45 cents; colored, $1. 
Send orders to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


% 
From the Platform - 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
may our eyes not be fixed upon earthly 
things, but may we look forward with joy 
beyond our little day to that great ~ when 
thou shalt come again. May we abide in 
works of faith and labors of love, and be 
steadfast in the assurance of our fellow- 
ship with thee through thy mercy and grace. 
Dear Lord, may we make no one else doubt- 
ful concerning the reality of thy presence 
in human life by anything that we do that 








LESSON FOR JULY 9 (x Thess. 1; 2: 17-20; 4: 13-18) 


misuaptetentd tine. In thy blessed name we 
pray, 

Aber th Lecoan-—The other night 
just ore a meeting a minister and 
soak Beale fo shy. ath ne 

wi 
“And there is Mr. said the 
minister, “lL. need’ to be pastor, 
ag chk al 
‘tae somes 


vo eR idgway's writings 
to-day th ad Mr. Ridgway got 
into 


"Be you suppose that the one who ted 
Christ could to-day write you a 

om vi ie cae the same words that 

Paul used in his letter to the Thess- 
alonians, just giving thanks with all 
his heart for the way you have been 
living out the life into which he led 
ent ae In a ry once about ancestors 


lay Trumbull: said to a} 


group of ge a at Northfield, “The 
question is not whether you are proud 
of your grandfather, but whether your 
dfather would be proud of you.” 
That’ t’s a fair question for us as we 
look back to the friend who led us to 
Christ. We may be very proud of him, 
but would he to-day be proud of us? 
If we have become wordly, and have 
let the things of the world take a’ big 
place in our hearts, then no stich letter 
as Paul ‘wrote to the Thessalonians 
could be written to us. Mr. Kimbali, 
D. L. Moody’s Sunday-school teacher, 
never had reason to doubt that the 
Lord had led him to do a great piece 
of work when he led D. L. Moody to 
Christ. Are we living in such a way 
that we would simply now rejoice the 
heart of the one who first brought us 
face to face with our loving Lord? 


CHRIST REVEALED firoucs ME 


If we know him, then others around 
should know of him through us. Let’s 
ask ourselves f we are doing now for 
others what some one did for us who 
led us to: Christ. , Are. ae 

PHILADELPHIA. 

, % 

‘Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Down life’s dark vale we wander.” 

“It ‘may be at morn, when the ‘day is awak- 
' in 

“I Pile... 2h why God’s wondrous Jove.” 
“More about Jesus would I know.” 














¢ “ My fiope is built on nothing less.” 
# Rejoice all ye believers.” 
? There'll be no dark valley when moe 


saat 

™" When Jesus comes to reward his servants.” 

‘ (References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 16: 7-11 (26 : 1-4). 
Psalm 23: 1-5 (47:1, 2). 
Psalm 103 : 13-18 (210 : 1-5). 
Psalm 73 : 23-28 (151 > 1-4): 
Psalm 49: 5-8 (103 : 3-5). 


Department Helps | 


ESSON Txovcut.— Missionaries 
teach others by talking and writing 
to them. 

Introduction—This is vacation time 
when some of our friends, teachers, 
and children are away. I wonder what 
they are doing this Sunday. It would 
be interesting if they would write and 
tell us. I wonder what we would plan 
to do if we should go away. Would 
we look for church and Sunday-school 
as we do at home? The Bible tells us 
that wherever Jesus traveled it was his 
custom to go to the synagogue every 
Sabbath to worship and to hear God's 
Word. 

Suppose your father and mother 
went away on a little trip and left you 
children at home with auntie or 
grandma or some one else to take care 








of you—what would they expect. you | 


to do on Sunday while they were gone? 
Perhaps they would write a message 


like this, Be good children, remember | 


to mind auntie and to say your pray- 
ers, Don’t forget to go to Sunday- 
school. 





conte Setting: ——Paul was a isayeling 
man. He made long jo Peay: ppm 
ited many cities, but he 
wy ee Pa: So nee 
are traveling men. Paul told the 
good news wherever he went, and the 
good news was the story of Jesus: 


st lived on this earth 
iy wae once A. ittta Ghee, 


14 
and buried, 

from the dead, 
He went to heaven, 
He sent His Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is our h 4 
We are his witnesses.” 


A man who travels to tell_the story 
of Jesus is a missi . Paul liked 
to ie several weeks in a place, so 
rig on might be able to tell the story 

to many le... Wherever Paul trav- 
eled, he w where he wanted to go 
on the Sabbath day. He always looked 
for a synagogue, where he and his 
friends might worship God. When in- 
vited to s he a & taught the peo- 
ple by ta about 

In some ,' the ‘p aus wasn’t al- 
lowed to stay as long as he wanted, be- 
cause fault-finders gathered a crowd 
and drove him away. Last Sunday’s 
story told us how he had to leave three 
different places before he had finished 
his work. Sometimes he had to go 
without Silas and Timothy, and they 
followed him later. 


Lesson Story—Paul thought of an- 
other way by which he might teach the 
people. He was driven away before 
he had spent a month in Thessalonica. 
He was afraid that the new Christians 
there might find it hard to do right, 
for they used to worship idols. Paul 
decided to write letters to cheer them 
and to teach them about Jesus. They 
were such wonderful letters that they 
have been kept in our Bible to teach 
us. Paul wrote a good many letters. 
Show where they are. When we are 
older, we can read and understand them 
better. 

Paul was so anxious to hear about 
his Greek. friends in Thessalonica that 
he sent Timothy back to seé how they 
‘were'‘getting along. Titnothy brought 
— news which made Paul happy (1 

hess. 3:2, 6). ° 
When Paul wrote his letter, he sent 
messages like these: 


Dear Pzorte: It makes me happy be- 
cause Timothy says you remember us 
and our teaching, and you want to see 
us just as we want to see you. I would 
like to care for you as gently as a nurse 
cares for her children.. When you 
are in trouble I would like to 
comfort you as a father com- 
forts hi¢ children. I hear there are 
some lazy people among you. If they 
will not work they ought not to eat. 
Read this letter to all the others. Tell 
them that Jesus. died and rose again. 
And remember, Jesus is coming back to 
this earth again. 

Pray for us. .We pray for you every 
day. Silas and Timothy send greetings 
with mine. I am signing this letter 
with my own hand. 

Your friend and teacher, 
Pavt. 


They were glad to receive Paul’s let- 
ter. Other missionaries have taught 
people by writing letters. 

After the Lesson.—lf. any Greeks live 
in your city or town, tell the children 
that they came from the country where 
Paul traveled and talked, and that he 
wrote letters to his Greek friends. 
Many of the shoe-shining parlors and 
the fruit stands and ice cream parlors 
are conducted by Greeks. There may 
be other nationalities, if no Greeks. 
Improve the opportunity to impress the 
children that somebody. should tell them 
the story of Jesus. 

Hand-work—Each child may fold a 
tiny sheet of paper, and write two or 


three short phrases found in Paul’s let- 
ter. 


Dear PEoPLE: 
loves you. 
us. 


We love you, Jesus 
We pray for you. Pray for 
Paut, Siras and Timorny. 
CHICAGO. 


-| tor or Sunday-school teacher to instruct 
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My. Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


UPPOSE had never heard of 

Christ until a pameggg nd or evan- 
gelist came to your city. Tee 5 he 
others accepted Christ. eegh- 
scoffed. They created such a riot 
the preacher had to leave. Your best 
friends deserted you; ohare your own 
family ostracized you. You had no pas- 


you. Would find it. easy to be a 
Christian? ould you be a convert 
that would “stick”? Review Acts 17: 
I-10. (1) 

These Thessalonian Christians, did 
“stick.” Christians of the early church 
and Christians in what we. term 
“heathen” lands who are turned out by 
their families and endure much, put to 
shame us “at home” Christians, who 
have life so easy. These people “stuck” 
because they had Christ within them. 
He is all-sufficient, no matter what our 
needs may be (Phil. 4: 19). 

Paul tells these Christians that they 
are in God and in Christ, Jesus. They 
looked just like plain, ordinary people, 
but they were not. ey were heirs of 
the King, with citizenship in heaven 
(Rom. 8:17; Eph. 2:19). A plain, un- 
pretentious little woman visited our In- 
stitute recently. No one suspected she 
was from one of America’s oldest and 
best families, known the world over 
for her wealth and kind deeds (John 
1:12; 1 John 3:2). 

For what three things were these 
Christians to be commended? While 
they had suffered much affliction be- 
cause they were Christians, their lives 
were full of joy. They were living in 
such a transformed, trustful way that 
word had gone far and near. Word of 
what? “Their faith,” their absolute 
reliance upon God, and “sounded” with 
that was the secret of faith, “the Word 
of God” (Rom. 10: 17). 

Paul says these Christians were giv- 
ing such help and inspiration to the 
community that teachers from without 
were not needed. They were letting 
Christ five in them in Such fulness ‘that 


they were examples to all believers in 


Macedonia and Achaia. What a privi- 
lege to live that kind of life! And*it 
is the privilege of every Christian.” 

One cannot live without shedding an 
influence, any more than’ a tree can help 
casting a shadow on.a sunny day or 
flowers can help giving forth their 
fragrance. 

These Christians took. Christ and 
Paul as their example (v. 4). Teachers, 
your girls. will doubtless take the Christ 
they see in you as their pattern. 


“If this whole world followed you, followed 
to the letter, 

Would it be a‘ nobler world, would the 

world be better?” 

We are all imitators. There is dan- 
ger in following évéen the most ideal 
Christian, for she is human and may 
make mistakes. “One is your Master, 
even Christ” (Matt. 23:8 A. V.). 

Another indication of the godliness 
of these Christians was that they were 
“waiting for the Son from heaven.” 
There is no greater incentive to right 
living with most people than to realize 
that Christ may come any minute. A 
certain young woman is careful to leave 
her desk, her dresser drawers, and her 
wardrobe at night just as she would 
want it to be were Christ to come while 
she slept. She says she would not want 
non-Christians to find conditions unbe- 
coming a Christian (Matt. 24:44). (2) 

These people were expecting Christ’s 
immediate return; but they were greatly 
concerned about their loved ones who 
had died, thinking that they would have 
no part in Christ’s coming. 

Who is to come from heaven? In 
what form will Christ come? Whom 
does Christ take to himself first? (v. 
16). If we are living when Christ re- 
turns, where shall we meet our Christian 
loved ones who have died? (v. 17). 
How long shall we remain with Christ? 

Study with your girls Matthew 24, 
Mark 13, and Luke 21, Christ’s own 
statements regarding conditions on 
earth, and the nature and time of his 





399 
return. Make real and rsonal 
Christ's — to each girl. Are you 


as you want him to 


ing your 
ra ge ? Have a —— 
any yne? Who . wh gy oe 
to return? ‘ewes may one get ready? 


(Titus 2:12, 13; 1 John 3:2, 3). (3) 
A most helpful. and compre hensive book 


2 


ag Cigioes row is “Jesus is Com 
vw ( g Revell Co., ew 
ork ‘chy. “Cloth, go cents, net; paper, 25 
cents, net. 


For Next. Week’s Lesson 


Relate something of Athens’ history. 
For what is Athens famous? - 
Name some of her great men. 

‘How did Paul show great wisdom? 
What was = theme of Paul’s mes- 


and his purpose? 
"Wheat in ~~" message did the 
Athenians eueuiat 


BIBLE INSTITUTE, Los ANGELES. 
% 
For Those Using the Times. 
Question Quarterly for —— 


ee Times Question Quarterly 
date, number, title, Golden , 
and Scripture reference of each lesson, 
but no text. For the text — must 
use their Bibles, and familiarity with 
their Bibles is thus the first advantage 
of this plan. 

Each week The Sunday School Times 
publishes a brief article by Mr. 
telling how to make the most effective 
use of the two sets of Questions in 
the Quarterly for that wee 

In the Quarterly itself, following the 
title, Golden Text, etc., come two sets 
of questions on the lesson. The first set 
(usually about seven in number) is in- 
tended to cover the “story” of the les- 
son. Each pupil is required to answer 
this first set of questions in writing, 
using blank space provided for the pur- 
pose on each page. The leaf is per- 
forated. The pupil tears itout and 
brings it to Stinday-schiool with him. 

A second set of guestions follows, 
containing additional work for the older 
pupils, but ‘written work is not required 
on this set. (''''"! 

The Times usta Quarterly for 
Pupils, each perforated sheet contain- 
ing two sets of questions on: the lesson 
with blank space for written answers, 

be ordered at 10 cents per quar- 
terly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents a 
year, from The: Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Mr. Long’s Hints on Lesson 2 


Have you_thought of using this Times 
Saeseion Quarterly to keep in touch with 
the members of your class during sum- 
mer vacation absences? It may just 
the method you have been looking for. 
They can keep up a “correspondence 
course” with- you no matter where you 
and they are, filling out the answers to 
questions week by week and mailing the 
scecnane perforated sheets back to you. 

he Editor cf The Sunday School Times 
pA like to hear from you on the re- 
sults of this ner plan in your own 

class. 


ON’T forget that we are to teach 
the Bible in four ways: 

1. About the Bible—as a book, etc. 
2. Historically. 

3. The great spiritual truths. 

4. Methory work. 

In to-day’s lesson we have oppor- 
tunities to teach all four, and our ques- 
tions include all. The memory work is 
extremely light—question j. 

Question g not only contains a spirit- 
ual lesson, but the “note” incidentally 
introduces a lesson “about” the Bible. 
Speak of these “translations” frequently 
and normally to your pupils, and they 
will not be upset by hearing about vari- 
ous versions of the Bible. Incidentally, 
I like to speak of the various versions 
as different “translations,”"—it “sounds 
different,” somehow. 

In next week’s lesson, question c, it 
is presumed that many of the pupils 
have studied ancient history. If your 
pupils have not, you might suggest their 
looking up this question. Question ¢ 
may be answered from the lesson, but 
may be elaborated on by reference to 
ancient history, as may also g. 

Older pupils should be supplied with 
Drummond’s address, “The Greatest 
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Thing in the World,” for use in ‘con- 
an aroiane $end OP ae 
son in stion rly and” 
the work assigned), and you should 
= ae now to even he were 
or r s. ion 
should be supplied for free distribution 
on July 30. (Fleming 
other publishers, 25 cents to $1.) 


“ 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


WHEN class took up last Sunday 
teacher pulled an envelope out of 
his pocket and handed it to Bert 
Thomas. When Bert looked inside 
there was a sheet of paper with the 
verses of this lesson typewritten. (1) 

Teacher explained that these verses 
were taken from the first letter Paul 
ever wrote to a church, so far as we 
know. He had us look it up in our 
Bibles, and sure enough, there it was. 

“What address should be on the en- 
velope?” he asked. He had us read 
verse one, and when we had figured it 
out addressed the envelope to 





The Church of Jesus Christ 
Thessalonica 
Macedonia 











“Where shall we postmark it from?” 

came next. That called for Fred's 
home question, where Paul went from 
Beroea. Bert explained that when Paul 
was driven out of Beroea he. went to 
Athens, leaving Silas and Timothy be- | 
hind (Acts 17:14). After a while Paul | 
moved over to Corinth. 
. Bumps explained how Paul came to 
write this letter. It seems he was anx- 
ious about those Thessalonian Chris- 
tians. He wanted to visit them again, 
but didn’t dare to, probably . because 
it would bring more persecution on 
them (1 Thess. 2:17, 18). When he 
left Beroea he told Timothy to slip 
back to Thessalonica, and bring him 
word how they were doing (1 Thess. 
3:1-5). (2) ’ ps 

Timothy and Silas caught up with 
him at Corinth and reported how faith- 
fully Jason and the rest of the dis- 
ciples were holding out. Then Paul 
wrote this letter to encourage them and 
teach them some things they lacked (1 
Thess. 2: 10). 





| 


fot’ Christ’s- sake -during. the war. ~ He 


H. Revell, and |. 





So, we drew a round postmark on 
the envelope, printed on it Corinth, and 
teacher told us to date it 53 A. D. 

“Are you going to put a stamp. on 
it?” asked Bulldog. 

“No,” answered teacher. “They had 
no such things in Paul’s day. Prob- 
ably Timothy or some other messenger 
carried Paul’s letter to Thessalonica and 
brought an answer back.” 

Teacher said there was one thing 
more we could put on the envelope. 
We couldn’t guess it, so he told us it 
was the name of the sender. Fatty 
wrote that in the upper left-hand cor- 
ner : 


Return AFTER Days TO 
THE AposTLe PAUL. 





Then it was ready to go. (3) 

Well, Bert took the letter out of the 
envelope and read a part of it. Paul) 
sure did praise them for their faith, | 
love and patience. He said everybody, | 
everywhere, knew of their faith (1:8). 

Teacher pointed out verse 6 as the 
secret of it. They had received the | 
Gospel in much affliction. That means | 
when Jason and the others were ar- | 
rested, you know, and put under bond 
for receiving the missionaries. Then, | 
too, the Jews hated Paul, so they chased | 
him clear to Beroea, and mother thinks | 
they probably came back home and took | 
their spite out on Paul’s converts. (4) 

Teacher believes if they had not been | 
persecuted they might never have been | 
heard of outside their own town, but | 
their sufferings were a widespread tes- | 
timony, just as the Armenians have | 
been able to testify before the whole | 
world through their terrible sufferings | 


|may be found worthy of His “well 
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believes. our testimony dates foe louder 
if we would do hardér things-for Christ.’ 
One Christian who wilf make a real 
sacrifice for Christ’s sake does more 
to. convince the world than a hundred 
who merely to church (5) 

Then teacher had Bumps read some 
from the last part of the typewritten 
sheet, where it says, “We would not 
have you ignorant concerning them that 
fell asleep. 

You see, Paul had told them how 
grand it will be when Christ comes 

in, and they were all rejoicing at 

what it would mean to them. But two 
or three of the Christians died, and 
the rest were worrying because those 
who were gone would not be there to 

eet the Lord: - They might have 
nown God weuld fix that some way. 
(6) rey , 
‘Teacher. said it is grand to know that 
Christ redeemed our souls, and that 
our dear ones are with him, but some- 
how it didn’t seem like a complete vic- 
tory over Satan’s work unless the bod- 
ies that death had seized were to be 
rescued, too, (7) ‘ 

He. says he'll be glad to see his lit- 
tle boy’s spirit in heaven, but he won’t 
be really satisfied until once more he 
clasps that same little form in his arms, 
looks into those same bright eyes, hears 
that same sweet voice. Until that takes 
place he never can forget the little 
grave out at Highland Lawn. 

“Oh, boys,” he said, “these tears in 
my eyes are tears of joy, for I know 
that glad day is really coming. It’s the 
greatest comfort I have. I can hardly 
wait. I do wish.it might come while 
I am still alive that:I might be caught 
up and changed in the twinkling of an 


‘us. to look for death-he would -have 


‘said so. Instead He gives the’ 


of his own return as a source of com- 
fort to bereaved mourners. This is the 
“blessed hope” of believers which in- 
spires them in their testimony for their 
a t Lord. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: 
ciently pray for .the return of our 
blessed Lord? Let us to-day pray the 
Bride’s prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
Pray to be found loyal, faithful and 
ready at his appearing, and that in the 
light of that coming all human rela- 
tions may be properly adjusted and all 
bitter feelings between man and man 
removed. 


Thurs.—Phil. 3:1-12. Attaining the Resur- 
rection. 


Do we suffi- 


Paul is writing of the first resur- 
rection, of which the New Testament 
has so much to say. “The dead in 
Christ shall rise first,” and that res- 
urrection is the end of that supernat- 
ural life begun in us here and parti- 
cipation therein ought to be the dom- 
inant aim of all. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Dutch East Indies, which comprise al- 
most the whole of the great stretch of 
Islands from the Malay Peninsula to 
New Guinea and the Australian Con- 
tinent, and having a population of more 
than forty-three millions. Pray for the 
Missions of the Dutch Church and the 
Rhenish Mission with their missionaries 
and mission stations. 


Fri—2 Thess. 3:6-15. Directions for the 
Disorderly. 
“Busybodies” are people who are only 


busy with other people’s business and 
in that they are over-busy. 





eye” (1 Cor. 15:52). (8 
For next lesson’ we each have one 
of these questions: . 


What was Athens like in Paul’ day?-| 
What stirred Paul’s spirit in Athens? | 
Where did. Paul first preach in 

Athens? | 
What further opportunity to preach 

did Paul have? 

‘ What was Paul’s serriion about? 
How was Paul’s sermon received? | 
Terre Haute, Ino. 








For Family Worship 
By the Rev. joseph W. Kemp | 





July 3 to 9 


Mon.—1 Thess. 1: 1-10. Thessalonian Chris- 
ns. 

What a fine biography of the Chris- 
tion man is presented to us here. He 
is a converted man, for he has “turned 
to God from idols.” He is a conse- 
crated .man,. for he serves “the living 
and the true God,” and his expectation 
is that he is waiting “for the Son of 
God from heaven.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that your 
life may present a complete and well- 
rounded view, of the Saviour’s work in 
the soul. Pray for a passionate desire 
to be -unreservedly at.the disposal of | 
Christ and that at His appearing you 





done, good and faithful servant.” 
Tues.—1 Thess. 2: 13-20. Accepting and Re: | 
jecting’ the Word. 

If “the Word” is only the word of | 
man then it is of little importance | 
whether it is accepted or rejected; but ' 
since it is the “word of the Lord” our: 
attitude to that word will determine 
our future destiny. It is the word of 
salvation, which we preach and to have 
received that is life indeed. 

PRAYER SuGcEeszions: Pray that the | 
word of the Lord may run and have | 
free course. Pray that all who hear it | 
faithfully. preached from week to week | 
may be led to a joyful acceptance of | 
it, and that those..who despise it may | 
have their eyes opened to see the peril | 
of its rejection. 

Wed.—1 Thess. 4: 9-16. Love and Hope. 

“The “Lord himself” shall descend | 
from Heaven. Surely had-he intended 





tha When | 
Christians cease to. occupy their time | 
and dispose of their strength legiti- | 


JUNE 24, 1916 | 


in- prayer, the ministry of the Word, 
and in general Christian conduct. — 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that a 
definite work of grace and a special 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit of God 


may be granted at all the centers where 
Christian work is being done for the 
troops of the warring nations. That 
the horror of these awful days may be 
relieved somewhat by a great turning 
to the Lord. 
Sat.—2 Thess. 2:1-12. End Not Immediate. 
By “falling away” is meant apostasy, 
and is defined as “a turning away from 
the Lord.” Centuries have passed since 
the words were written, and the person 


in whom all apostasy will be headed © 


has not appeared. Manifestly the 
words are prophetic, but each day 
brings us nearer their fulfilment. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
blind, the deaf and the dumb. For all 
institutions established for the allevia- 
tion of the suffering of such. For their 
teachers that they may be gifted with 
patience, grace and wisdom, Scek forall 
thus afflicted that in their lonely lives 
they may find the true joy of Christ. 
Sua—Luke 19: 11-2, Working While Wait- 


It is a mistake to suppose that Chris- 
tian people can wrap their pound in a 
napkin and lay it idly away in some 
corner. Life time is working time, and 


we can give surest evidence of our hope. 


in Christ’s return by trading in his 
absence -with the pound he. has given. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
spirit of true repentance to come over 
the whole Church of God. For grace 
to be given to confess her manifold 
sins, the sins of the nation, society and 
individuals. Pray to be made haly and 
to possess.a knowledge of Jesus.and a 


mately, they. soon begin to do things | /onging for the salvation of men. 


that are mischievous. 





——= 


Let us be busy 
snc carer rar ee a NEN 


New York Ciry. 








** How can you dare 





to take it from us?”’ 





School Times. 
is the Father of all. 


writes a mother to the Editor of The Sunday 
She. means the thought that God 


**T felt that God was my Father 





long before I became a Christian,”’ 





of God.” 


writes a pastor in protest, voicing the idea of many 
as to the much-preached “universal Fatherhood 


**Was the Prodigal Son a son 





of his father or of the-devil?’’ 





inquires.another minister who challenges the Times 
to explain that precious parable of our Lord’s if 
God is zot¢ the Father of all. 





hood of .God? 





Have you realized that one of the most dangerous | 
and unscriptural but popular teachings of to-day is that of 
the so-called Universal Brotherhood of Man and Father- 
Do you know what God’s Word says? 
The above ‘letters will be answered, and : the whole ques- 
tion will be thoroughly discussed, in next week’s Notes on 
Open Letters in The Sunday School Times. 
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The Lost Land 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 
“They have sought him high, they have 
. , sought him. low. 
The ee sought him over down and 
“fea; ~— 
They have found him by the milk-white 
. thorn 
That guards the gates o’ Faerie. 


“?Twas bent beneath and blue above, 
Their eyes were held that they might 
not see ‘ 
The kine that grazed -beneath the. knowes, 
Ih, they were the Queens o’ Faerie.” 


So read the Captain from the “Rhyme 


of True Thomas,” to the Band in the. 
| them 


flickering firelight. . 

“I wish we could find. Fairyland,” 
said Honey after a while. 

“The way was lost thousands and 


thousands of years ago,” answered the. 


Captain, “and we are all so busy and 

hurried and worried nowadays, 

most of us never find it.” 
“Couldn’t littly girls who aren’t hur- 


ried or worried go there?” inquired. 1 
-| the mound in a tangle of sand-myrtle 


Alice-Palace from her corner. 

“And nice,-good, quite big boys too,” 
added Henny-Penny, her twin, anx- 
iously from his. 

“Pooh,” said the sophisticated Trot- 
tie, “there isn’t any such place.” 


“Well,” said the Third, who carried. 


the .Captain’s name and usually -under- 
stood him better than the rest of the 
Band, “I know what Fathy means. It’s 
‘where little people like birds and or- 
chids and funny old animals live.” 

“Well,” said the Captain, “it’s bed- 
time now, but if you'll be down to- 
morrow morning fifteen minutes after 
you hear the Call, we'll see what we 
can find.” 

At the first robin-song, which always 
comes just when the stars begin to 
grow dim in the east, there sounded 


that. 


] 
| wound throygh thicket after thicket 


| the wild ‘ipecac with its strange green 


the clear whistle of the cardinal gros-. 


beak from the Captain’s room, the rally- 
call of the Band. Followed sounds of 
scamperings -and splashings and hur- 
ried dressings from the story above, 
and just as the sun came up, the whole 
Band was on the march. 

By mid-morning they were in a new 
country. The woods looked like a 
shimmering pool of changing greens, 
lapping over a white sand-land that had 
beer thrust up from the South into 
the very heart of the North. They fol- 


lowed a wood-path to a little cabin’ 


nestled among the pitch-pines on the 
high bank of a stream, stained brown 
and steeped sweet with a million cedar- 
roots. By the rail a mountain laurel 
raised a ghost-like glory of white, pink- 
flecked flowers. Over the low door 
hung a ‘tiny bog-iron horseshoe dug. up 
in a chalberss bog and undoubtedly 
cast by some fairy steed. 

After a wonderful lunch on the wide 
cool porch which overhung the stream, 
the Band pushed on through a tangle 
of tiny trees, the leaves of which had 
a sharp, small thorn at each angle, and 
which the Captain told the Band were 
scrub-oaks, the smallest of- their large 
family. The Captain pushed aside 
branches of withe-wood, with its flat 
masses of white bloom, and star-leaved 
sweet-gum saplings, until finally through 


the underbrush appeared a faint path. 


The woods became very still and no 
one felt like speaking. The path crept 
in and out through the marshes until 
it came to the very edge of the bank 
of the creek. 

Suddenly at the Captain’s feet the 
Band saw something which made them 
stand and look for a long time with- 
out a Word. Out of the center of a 
mass of hollow, crimson-streaked leaves 
filled with clear water swung two glori- 
ous blossoms. Wine-red, aquamarine, 
pearl-white and pale gold gleamed the 
twin flowers that nodded proudly to 
the children from the ends of long, 
slender stems. 

“It’s the pitcher plant,” whispered the 
Captain as the Band bent down to look 
more closely at these marsh-dwellers. 





From the stream the hidden path! 


sweet as spring with the fragrance of, 
the wild magnolia and the spicery of. 
the gray-green bay-berry. Its bed was 
made of white sea-sand. By its side 
spread the vivid crimson-lake leaves of 


flowers, and everywhere, as if set in 
snow, gleamed the green and gold of 
the barrens-heather. The plants looked 
like ‘tiny cedar-trees loaded down with 
thickly set blossoms of pure gold which 
the wind spilled in little yellow drifts 
on the sand. At last thé path stretched 
straight toward a flat-topped mound 
that showed dim and fair through the 
tad Pas The Captain halted the 


“That looks to me,” he said, “like one 
of the - fairy-hills.” 

“Like the ones where the man heard. 
sing inside?” queried Henny- 
Penny. 

“Yes,” answered the Captain, “just. 
such a one. ‘Robin Adair,’ you know, 
that Mother sometimes sings to you,” 
he went on, “is a fairy-song that a shep- 
herd heard and learned at twilight com- 
ing from inside a fairy-hill.” 

The Band closed up close and crept 
along in perfect silence. Just before 
with vivid. little oval green leaves and 
feathery white, pink-centered blossoms 
stood a bush with a pale gray trunk 
and leaves of bright arsenic-green. 

“Be careful,” warned the Captain, 
pushing aside the vivid foliage, “don’t 
let those leaves touch you. hey are 
the fingers of a bad fairy and her name 
is Poison-Sumac.” 

“Aren’t you afraid of her,” asked 
Trottie, as the Band filed a safe dis- 
tance around the bush. 

“No,” said the Captain, “I must have 
had a fairy-godmother, for Poison-Ivy 
and Poison-Sumac don’t hurt me.” 

As the Captain let the fierce branches 
fall back into place, 
pushed on ahead along the path. ‘Just 
as he came to a sharp bend where the 
way turned toward the mound, from 
the bushés ahead’ sounded a fierce deep | 
hiss, and poor Henny-Penny scuttled 
back his face fairly white with terror. 

“There’s an norful big old, ‘bad old 
snake right across the path,” he whis- 
pered to the Captain. 

“That’s only another sentry,” said the 
Captain reassuringly. “He only hurts 
those who are afraid of him.” 

The Captain strode along the path 
and bent down and raised the great 
body of a pine-snake mottled cream- 
white and umber-brown and fully six 
feet long. At first the snake raised 
its strange, pointed head with its gold 
and black eyes and hissed fearfully, but 
when it found that the Captain meant 
no harm it coiled contentedly around his 
arm and accompanied the Band into the 
enchanted circle where the pyxies had 
carpeted the sand with their wine-red 
and green moss, starred thick with hun- 
dreds of flat five-petalled white blos- 
soms. 

“Men have traveled hundreds of 
miles,” said the Captain, “to see a piece 
of this pyxie-moss, which isn’t a moss 
at all, but just a little shrub.” 

Near the summit of the mound the 
path was lost in a foam of the blue, 
lilac, and white butterfly-blossoms of 
the lupine. Little clouds of fragrance 
drifted through the air as the wind 
swung the rows and rows of trans- 
parent bells of the leucothoe. Beyond 
the lupine stood rank on rank of daz- 
zling white turkey-beards. The inmost 
circle of the mound was carpeted with 
dry, gray-green reindeer moss _ into 
which the feet of the Band sank deep. 
Right before them like crinkled globes 
of jacinth drooped on slender stems 
seven rose-red moccasin flowers, one 
of the most beautiful of all the orchids. 
In the still sunlight the Band looked at 
them long. 

_ “T guess,” whispered Alice-Palace at 
last, “they must be the seven queens of 
fairy-land. If we had only come quicker 
and quieter, we might have seen them.” 

“Some day perhaps you will,” said 

the Captain. 


Henny-Penny | 
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Which is Better 
for the Boy 


Forced Exercise or Fun ? 


Apply your answer to oat food. - age ‘oh 
Oat food is also important. It is food for growth. It 
is rich in brain and nerve needs. It has for ages been the 


marvel vim-food. 


In some homes it is forced. It is made a duty but not a 
luxury. Yet Nature lavishes on oats her rarest charm and flavor. 


In some homes the oat dish is a dainty. Its flakes are 
made of big, rich grains, unmixed with puny, starved oats. 


Those housewives have discovered Quaker Oats. 


Men and women, boys and girls, revel in this oat dish. 
The food they need is the food they want. And they eat it 
in abundance, as they should. :, 


Quaker Oats 


Energy Food Made Delightful 


Quaker Oats is not a doctored 
oat food. No flavor is added, nor 
is Nature’s flavor altered. Man 
can’t improve on that. 


We simply pick out the plump 


Find out the result—it will pay 
you. Look into the package—see 
the big, white flakes. Cook them 

note the aroma. Taste them 
and note the superlative flavor. 


grains, the full-grown, luscious oats. There are few food problems more 
Two-thirds of the oats are rejected important than getting delightful oat 
as not good enough for Quaker. food. And it costs youno extra price. 


10c and 25c per package 
Except in Far West and South 
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IM 


A $2.50 Aluminum Cooker 


Made to our order, extra large and heavy, to cook Quaker Oats in the ideal way. Send 
us five trademarks—the picture of the Quaker—cut from the fronts of five Qu Oats 
packages. Send $1 with them, and this double cooker will be sent by parcel post. 
Address The Quaker Oats Company, 1708 Railway Exchange, Chicago 

(1337) 
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80 cents per line, $11.20 per i each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 901 With- 
erspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


-The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage : ; } : 
ive or more copies, either 
$1.00 ¢ . 

° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
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e copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


One free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at he following rate, which 
includes postage: 
¢ copy, one year, 6 shillings. 
Five or more copies, in a package to one 





address, 5 shillings each. 
For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Down: 
21 Warwick , E. C., will receive 
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yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 

The Pe is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
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Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 
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“True 


‘ 


Kitchener 
Luck” 


* Do you know what it 


was? 


De ae know what 


war meant to Kitchener ? 


Have you realized 


what thrilling lessons to 
the Christian the great 
British General's life and 


work cfer? 


You can be a better 


Christian if you know™ 
Kitchener better. 


And you can know 


something of this gigantic 
military and civil hero if 
you read next week's 
leading editorial in 


The Sunday School Times 








































** At last ! 






met before. 







the mastery of conden 
immense industry ; ad 
trust in the truth of the 









the people. 
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Christian Workers’ 
Commentary 
on the Whole Bible 


By Dr. James M. Gray 


Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicag~, Iiinois 
A LARGE OCTAVO VOLUMB 


A truly competent commentary on the whole Bible 
in one volume, and for a price within the reach of all. 
desiderata long agreed upon, but never, in a real!, popular sense, 





These are 


**Dr. Gray brought to the task of producing such a book the 
wers at their maturity that have made him one of the. foremost 
ible teachers of the epoca world. 


Clearness of thought; 


expression without the sacrifice of lucidity; 
uate scholarship ; thoroughness ; a joyous 
: riptures ; a spiritual mind, and: that sense 
of relative values, of proportion, of what is supremely important 
where all is precious—these qualities, schooled and disciplined in 
above thirty years of Bible teaching, have made this book possible. 
** But it remains true that this is eminently the Commentary of 
No Sunday-school teacher can afford to be without it, 
and in any Christian home it will enrich the family devotions, an- 
swer the children’s questions, and stimulate the studv of the sacred 
Oracles.""—Dr. C. 1 Scofield, in The Sunday School Times. 


Price, $2.00, postpaid 


FOR SALE BY 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


- Philadelphia 


JUNE 24, 1916 











Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 
Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 


Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 
We graduated a class of nine girls of our 
teacher-training class last fall. the num- 


ber six are now regular teachers in the Sun- 
day-school, am disappointed in the fact 
that three of the girls ve tried to teach 
and seem to be failures despite the fact that 
we gave them two years of training. I fear 
the fault may be mine, for I cannot under- 
stand why these three should not be 
prepared Lor the teaching work. 

OU have much reason for encour- 

agement in the fact that so many 
as six out of nine students have be- 
come successful teachers, and in the 
added fact that the other three gave 
evidence of their devotion to duty in 
trying to teach. The course has doubt- 
less helped and will make them more 
efficient for some form of Christian 
service. 

We do not detract in the slightest 
from the great value of teacher-train- 
ing in saying that there is a sense in 
which teachers are born and not made. 
There is a vitally important personal 
element that no amount of training can 
fully change. The highly successful 
teacher has a natural insight, resource- 
fulness, sympathy, magnetism, and fond- 
ness for the teaching work that not all 
people possess. 

The. teacher who is lacking in_ these 
desirable qualities may by prayer and 
perseverance make up measurably for 
| the natural deficiency and do acceptable 
if not brilliant work as a teacher. Oth- 
ers will find their sphere of service in 
nt other department of the school 
ife. 


well 





Some time ago: you gave answer. to a 
question regarding the duties of a_ county 
teacher-training superintendent.’ Will you 
do me the Elothese to suggest some things 
a district teacher-training.. superintenden 
may do to advance the work committed to 
his care? 

HE importance of the district teach- 

er-training superintendent’s work 
arises from the fact that he is closer to 
the individual school than either the 
| State or the county superintendent. He 
does his work at close range. 
Obtain from the county secretary or 
the teacher-training superintendent a 
| list of all the schools in your district 
| that report a teacher-training class. 

Find out whether all these classes are 
| at work,-and if they are pursuing an 

approved teacher-training course. 
‘any are not doing the required work, 
try to start them along definite lines. 

Get in touch with pastors and super- 
|intendents of all schools that do not 
| have a regular training class. By per- 
_sonal interviews, by letter or by tele- 
| phone, try to secure the organization of 
ia class. Every school in your district 
can have a class if it will. Do not give 
| up till the class is formed. 
| When the opportunity is found visit 
| schools to explain the plans. Speak of 
| the work in conventions and other gath- 
t aelnes of Sunday-school folks. When 
| mecessary do what you can to help a 
| class to secure a competent leader. 

As practical experience will be in- 
valuable in your work, be sure to or- 
| ganize and teach a class yourself, in 
your school or neighborhood. 

Keep a record of training students 
| and classes, and occasionally write them 
| an encouraging letter. 

Keep the county and state superin- 
tendents informed of all developments. 

When your efforts fail to bring im- 
mediate results be patient. Keep on the 
lookout for two or more people in a 
church who may be interested and who 
may become the agents in introducing 
the work. 

Expect success. You have a right to. 
It is the Master’s work. The plans are 
such as can be used with success in any 
school. Every school in your district 
needs and ought to have such a class. 
Make it your ambition to have a corps 























of trained teachers in every Sunday- 
school in your district. ae 
I did not notice till after the class had 
taken the first and second examinations that 
the teacher-training standard requires that 
taking the official tests be not less 
} ears old. One of my. brightest 
Seu that he wilt be meeatie’ Dimabeciama it 
now wi t ted i 
I tell. him, that he cannot goon with the 
course, and I fear that the’ effect of dropping 
him will do harm to the work of the class. 
Is there no way by which an could 
be made in favor of this lad? 


¢ + lad has taken the section of the 
course that would probably interest 
him most and the part that will be of 
greatest help to him at present,-and he 
will have some satisfaction in that. 

The rule, though it may seem to work 
hardship in some instances, is a 
one. The training course is for those 
who will be sufficiently developed to 
teach in the Sunday-school as soon as 
they have completed the course of 
study. 

This boy is probably more mature 
than most lads ot his age. I should not 
discourage him from attending the ses- 
sions of the class. Let him come and 
get all the help -_possible, but make it 
clear that he will not take the official 
tests till he is sixteen. 

In exceptional cases it may be de- 
sirable to recognize publicly the char- 
acter and zeal of pupils who are too 
young to do the full work required. In 
one instance, where both parents and 
child were disturbed by the ruling, the 
state superintendent wrote this letter, 
which healed the wound and gave com- 
fort to a troubled mother: “It affords 
me much pleasure to testify to the un- 
failing interest and excellent work done 
by Ralph McSherry in the teacher-train- 
ing course. His marks on the examina- 
tions he was permitted to take were 
high. The only reason he does. not 
complete the course at this time is that 
the teacher-training standards - require 
that pupils taking the examinations be 
at least sixteen years old. We feel that 
his zeal and thoroughness are deserving 
of commendation.” 
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Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Aduit Department 


New York.—We are the young married peo- 
ple’s class, ages from twenty to thirty-five 
years. Both men and women. Would ou 
advise Bible study at our monthly class 
meetings? 


HERE will certainly be no objec- 

tions to making Bible study a part 
of the program ‘for your - regular 
monthly class meeting. This meeting, 
however, is usually devoted chiefly to 
business, and as the Sunday-school ses- 
sion is devoted to Bible study, I sug- 
gest that whatever time you can devote 
to educational work in connection with 
your monthly business meeting be given 
to instruction along the line of missions, 
social service, temperance, reform, and 
kindred subjects. 

The International Sunday School As- 
sociation does not publish any Biblical 
courses. For these you may address 

our own denominational board or any 
independent publisher. 





I desire advice on a new name for our or- 
ganized Men’s Bible Class. Ten years ago, 
the class was started and given the name 
of the founder. During the past few years 
the founder’s activities have been required 
in other lines and he is not now actively 
identified with the class, and asthe original 
element has disappeared to a certain extent, 
there is agitation for a new name. This is 
the founder’s own suggestion.—J. K. C. 
|? IS difficult to recommend any one 
name for your class. Many classes 
take names that indicate the relation- 
ship of the men to each other, and of 
the class to the Sunday-school or 
church, such as Loyal Sons, Loyal 
Men, Brotherhood, Business Men’s, 
Friendly, etc. Others take names from 
great church or missionary leaders like 














‘it is irrelevant do 
‘the most of it. 
‘ @rrélevant. question may prevent the 
‘ televant one. 


 Virginia—Will- you 





a 
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Wesley, Livingstone, etc., while others 
seek names from the "Word of God, such 


as Baraca, etc. Still others 
choose names that indicate ice, like 
Yoke- Yoke-Féllows, Friendly 
Helpers, Winners, etc. Still other 
names that might be suggested are 
Twentieth Century, New Era, Pilgrims, 
Fraternity, The Regulars, Friendly Vol- 
unteers, and Truth Seekers. 


Colorado.—I am teacher of a large class of 
women. Can you give me any informa- 
tion in regard to s, or on the 
part of the scholar asking questions? 

OU are to be commended in your 

effort to secure participation on the 

rt of the class, and nothing will do 
it so effectively as the question method. 
In asking questions, of the class, the 
following suggestions might be valu- 
able: 

1. Ask questions that require thought 
rather than those that are a mere test 
of memory. 

2. Ask about practical life problems 
upon which the lesson of the day will 
throw some light. Approaching the 
truth through human needs will al- 
ways tend to awaken interest. 

3. Give out questions to selected per- 
sons one week in advance, choosing dif- 
ferent persons each week. Never fail 
+6 call for the answers the following 
Sunday. 

4: Ask the devotional committee to 
prepare round-table questions for dis- 
tribution at the opening of the class 
session, these to be discussed in the 
order called for. 

In securing questions from the class, 
the following suggestions may have 
same value: 

1. Always welcome every question. If 
our best to make 
© discourage the 





2. Be very courte6us to every ques- 


‘'tioner’ and do ‘your ‘best to ‘secure an 


answer to his question. 

3. Invite the class to hand in written 
questions on any lesson, either before 
or after it is taught. 

4. Give frequent opportunity to the 
class. to ask questions. You will not get 
this result unless you desire and per- 
sistently seek it. 





lease outline for me 
what you consider ite work for the de- 
votional Committee? I am a member of 
the (Ladies’) Tri Sigma Adult Bible Class 
of the Crossman M. E. Church. Our opening 
and closing exercises are with the whole 
school. Any suggestions will be greatly ap- 
preciated. 


HE International standard of or- 
ganization for adult Bible classes 
requires three committees, because there 
are three general kinds of activities 


_ which a class must undertake systema- 


tically if success in a large way is to 
be achieved: : 

1. The. Membership. Committee, which 
has charge of every plan looking toward 
~ building-up of the class member- 
ship. 

2. The Social Committee, whose re- 
sponsibility is to provide a wholesome 
class atmosphere and program. 

3. The Devotional Committee, which 
is responsible for helping each member 
of the class to know God’s will, to ac- 
cept Jesus Christ as personal Saviour 
and Lord, to become trained for some 
kind of Christian work, and to fulfil 
one’s whole duty in Christian service. 
You will thus see that this committee 
is responsible for instruction, evan- 
gelism, and training, also for providing 
a program of Christian service in which 
every member of: the class can be en- 
listed. 

It is difficult to suggest a program 
that could be used in every part of the 
field without considerable adaptation. 
We are suggesting that each adult class 
can, in the light of the above general 
principles, find its own program in the 
following way: 


(1) Write out all the things that) expense. 








should be done in the community where 
tay Carsten ciuly the ein, end 

2 y ability an 
resources of your class membership. 

(3) Select from the entire list of 
things that ought to be done that which 
the present ability of your class ought 
to be able to do. In this way you will 
reach a practical program t would 
make it possible for you to do a fine 
piece of work and enlist every member 
of your class. 





Wisconsin.—I have agreed to take a youns 
men’s class in the local Congregational Sun- 
day-school. I want to give these men some- 
thing that will prove worth while to them 
and at the same time will them to 
work. I am as ignorant of suitable lines 
of work as can be. I come to you for sug- 
geetene Anything as offer will certainly 

thankfully received. 


OU have been called to a place of 

leadership that offers unusual op- 
portunities. That you appreciate your 
privileges is evidenced by the fact that 
ou are on the search for help. Keep 
it up and you will succeed, always ask- 
ing the heavenly Father to send you 
just the information you need. 

Not knowing the personnel of your 
class, it is impossible to determine 
what particular course of study to pur- 
sue. It is usually better to use the 
regular International Uniform series, 
unless you know of some course that 
would particularly meet the needs of 
our young men. The lesson, whatever 
it is, should be taught in a practical 
way, so as to give the men help in 
the problems of their daily life. 

In addition to the Biblical instruction 
g.ven at the Sunday session, provision 
should be made for instruction in mis- 
sions, evangelism, boys’ work, religious 
education, social service, and other life 
topics. This provision can be made 
in connection with mid-week meetings. 
If it is not practicable to-conduct regu- 
lar mid-week classes, 
work can be done in connection with 
social functions. 

Nothing maintains interest on the 
part of young men like definite respon- 
sibility. Place evéry man upon the 
committee where he can serve the most 
effectively. In some cases you may 
have to devise new activities. and ap- 
point additional committees to match 
the resources of new members. Of 
one thing you may be very sure, that 
when any man’s best ability is enlisted 
in a, really worth-while task, his inter- 
est in the work of the class will be 
maintained. 





Ask Marion Lawrance 











Minnesota.—A class of our teen-age boys 
has been playing basket-ball in the base- 
ment Sunday-school room of our church for 
several seasons. i 
of renovation and redecorating, an action 
which would prove to be futile as the ceil- 
ing is very low and every few seconds of 
the game the ball strikes it, and an unde- 
sirable fresco would be the result. Funds 
for building adequate quarters for all par- 
ties not being available, is our obligation 
to this class stronger than that to the gen- 
eral school who meet there and to whom 
we owe a cheery and bright meeting place 
with pictures, banners, etc? I might add 
that this room is also used for various other 
church gatherings—H. C. S. 


it oo boys ought to have that room to 
play in. And the school ought not 
to be obliged to look at a dirty ceiling. 


Some way must be found to combine | 


the two. You cannot afford to turn 
the boys out of the space, neither can 
you afford to have your Sunday-school 
room untidy. 

It would seem as though it would 
not be difficult to have a large canvas 
arranged with ropes and screw-eyes so 
that it could be drawn up against the 
ceiling for the ball to strike against as 
they play their games of basket-ball. 
Such a covering could be made of 
sheeting and with comparatively small 


much of this* 


This room is now in need | 


The boys themselves, I am! 


of 
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sure, would rather help to get it than 
be driven out of their room. You may 
find the boys going elsewhere to play 
and finding conditions that are not so 
wholesome as those in the church. Bet- 
ter keep them at home if you can. 


Georgia.—I found that my class of girls 
(they are about 14 years of age), wes net 
so much interested in 8 
until. I_ began to put a check mark if they 
Golden Ti: and catechism cor- 
wn I have a little memorandum book in 
which I have kept a record of the recitations. 
The girls have 5 oe delighted with this plan, 
and I try to make each one res 
begring the oes girls Ps nee f. a 
ou sugges ve a present a 
the ea of on meuthe? One } y asked me 
recently what I was going to do if they had 
recited perfectly the catechism for six 
months. I want them to learn their lessons 
without the least thought of a reward, but 
I want to keep their interest in the class 
so I am writing to you for suggestions. i 
have not been able to give them expensive 
ifts, and would not like to encourage them 
& this, as I said.—A. E. D. 


Wore not a suitable gift for these 
irls, at the end of six months, 
provided they had done their work well, 
be a beautiful colored Scripture card, 
suitable for hanging in thé¢ir rooms, 
perhaps by the side of their dresser? 
These cards, embossed in a beautiful 
way with flowers in their natural colors, 
and a great variety of Scripture verses, 
may be had for a few pennies each, and 
are a suitable adornment for.any home. 
Any supply house, or, indeed, any book- 
store, can furnish them at low prices. 

There are also little text-books for 
the purpose of recording the texts of 
the pastor’s sermons. It may be that 
the girls would like to have such books, 
which may be had for five cents each, 
perhaps, and record the Golden Texts 
of the year. If a girl records all of the 
Golden Texts for the. year and can re- 
peat them, some additional recognition 
might be given, possibly in a little treat 
of some kind. Perhaps the best recog- 
nition would be to show the books to 
the school, and introduce thé scholars 
who are able to repeat right off the 
Golden Texts for the entire year. This 
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A Sensible 
Thing To Do 


When the drug, caffeine—the 
active principle in coffee—shows 
in headache, nervousness, insomnia, 
biliousness, jumpy heart, and so on, 
the sensible thing to do is to quit 
the coffee. 


It's easy, having at hand the de- 
licious pure food-drink 


Instant 
Postum 


It is made from wheat roasted 
with a bit of wholesome molasses 
and is free from any harmful sub- 
stance. 


Thousands who prefer to pro- 
tect their health; use Postum 
with comfort and delight. 


Made in the cup—instantly— 
with hot water. Convenient, nour- 


ishing, satisfying. 


“There’s a Reason” 
fo 


POSTUM 














would certainly interest the rest of the 
school in the matter of learning these 
verses. ‘ 





New Jersey.—We have been sending for 
ten years or more, one hundred Sunday- 
terlies the ir the 


» quar to 
New Jersey State Prison, and we are now 
sending the Home_ Department Guarteriy 
published by —— Company, but for some 
time it has seemed to me that it was not 
just what a prisoner would receive the most 
nefit from reading. Should think some- 
thing more of an evangelistic exposition of 
the Ronen would be better. Will you kindly 
give me the name of a better quarterly for 

prisoners.—W. H. S. 
OUR custom of sending quarterlies 
of any kind to the prisoners is cer- 
tainly fine. If ye want something of 
a more evangelistic character, let me 
suggest a monthly magazine that: may 
be had for 25 cents a year, entitled The 
Family Altar. It is published by The 
Family Altar League, 202 South Clark 
Street, Chicago. Dr. E. Bieder- 
wolf is the president of the League, and 





the writer has the honor of being a 
| member of the Board. There are Daily 
Readings connected with the current 
Sunday-school lessons,’ and ‘upon each 
| Daily Reading there is a short comment 
| made; bringing ‘Out its spiritual side. 
There is much excellent reading in‘ the 
magazine besides this, which would be 
entirely in line with the object ‘you 
have in mind. I suggest that you send 
to the League for sample copies,’ for 
I feel assured you would be pleased 
with them. 








Nebraska.—I expect to buy four or. five 
books on Sunday-school work, and would 
like your advice as to what would be the 
best for me to buy. I have no books of’ the 
kind at present, and we have ‘no workers’ 
library in the.school. Ours is a small coun- 
try town in a farming community. We. be- 
lieve we can increase the attendance to al- 


most one hundred if we set right sys- 


tem and then work it.—K. 
OUR question is not very specific. 
As a book for pastors, you might ° 
buy “The Pastor and the Sunday 
School,” by Hatcher (Baptist Suaday 


School Board, Nashville, Tenn., : 50 
cents), For the superintendent, “The 
Superintendent and His Work,” by 


Brown (Methodist Book Concern, New 


York City; by mail, 55 cents). For the 
Elementary teacher, “The Vatowee 
Life,” by Lamoreaux (Fleming ' 


Revell Co., N. Y. City, 75 cents, net). 
For the Secondary teacher, “The Sun- 
day School and the Teens,” by Alexan- 
der (Association Press, New York City, 
$1, net). For the Adult teacher, “The 
Ideal Adult Class,” by Wells (Pilgrim 
Press, Boston, 50 cents, net). For all 
teachers, “Seven Laws of Teaching,” by 
Gregory (Pilgrim Press, 50 cents, net). 
For missions, “Missionary Methods in 
the Sunday School,” by Trull (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 50 cents, net). For 
evangelism, “The Child for Christ,”. by 
McKinney (Revell, 50 cents net). There 
are many other books that are just as 
good, perhaps, and some that might 


possibly serve you better, but these 
would be found helpful. 

< 
Have you Croscup’s “Historical 


Charts of the Life and Ministry o 
Christ”? It will be sent “on approval” 
if you wish, from The Sunday School 











Times Company; or it may be ordered 
for $1, postpaid. 
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Weak Nerves 


—a “shaky” fe , or agitation, 

’ resulting from mental stress or suffer- 
ing,—are caused by lack of certain 
elements in the nerve cells. Renew 
the nerve-force, and brace the nervous 
system by taking 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 


b Keep a bottle in your home s 


THINKING AS A SCIENCE 


Your owa mind OUGHT to be « continual 
pleasure to you. If it is not you can make 
it so. Moreover it will PAY you to be able 
to think accurately and reason closely with- 
out fatigue. Price $1.00 net. 

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 661 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 
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He.Wants Them 
All To Have It 


. A Massachusetts pastor, who very 
heartily says that he has been helped 
by The Sunday School Times, writes 
that.some of his people have it in 
their-homes, but he wants them a// 
to have it. 





He then very sensibly asks for 
twenty copies of a current issue, and 
even goes so far as to ask for a bill. 


We are not going to send him | 
any bill. We are happy to send | 
the twenty copies without charge, 
so that he can distribute them 
among the persons in his church 
whom he wants to reach. 


We would not send you any 
bill, either, if you were to ask fora 
few copies of any one issue to dis- 
tribute among those who ought to 
take the paper. We do not know 
of any better way to acquaint “ not- 
yet” subscribers with The Sunday 
School Times as a paper that ought 
to be in the home, as well as in 
the hands of the teacher. 


Will you help by asking for such 
copies as you may want to distrib- | 
ute of any one issue ? 


There will be no bill, but there | 
will be gratitude here in The Sun- 
day School Times office and’ grati- 
tude in the hearts of your friends. 





The Sunday School Times Company | 
1031» Walnut Street, Philadelphia | 
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Sunday, July 9 


of Purpose (Acts 
11 : 19-23). 
(Consecration Meeting). 


The 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—A sound purpose (2 Tim. 2: 15). 
Tues.—Worth striving for (Luke 13: 


23-30). 

Wed.—Supreme purpose (Phil. 3: th 14), 

bieemetiing ae or material — whic 

Fri.—Purpose By build (2 Sam, Pa 1-10). 

Sat.—Peace _ good purposes (Psa. 112: 
1-10 








| friends of patients as many again. 


| near at hand too. 








Why should we seek God’s blessing in our 
‘omteY 


How can we serve God in our daily tasks? 
What purpose have we in life? 


HAT are we here on earth for 

but to consecrate our lives to the 
work that is here waiting to be done? 
The one question and the one answer 
are given in Mrs. Browning’s sonnet: 


“What are we set on earth for? Say, to 


oi 

Nor seek to leave thy tending of the 
vines 

For all the heat o’ the day, till it declirits, 

And s—* mild curfew shall from work 
assoi 

God did anoint thee with his oderous oil, 

To wrestle, not to reign... 





| principles right? 





“So others shall 
Take patience, labor, to their heart and | 
an 


From thy hand, and thy heart, 


and thy | 
brave cheer.” 


What use of life can equal its in- 
vestment where all would be dark but 
ior its he enmagat This is a letter 


“HIGHNEss, 

“Happy New Year. I a humble ig- 
norant girl who likes to light her blind 
goul by the aid of those benefactors 
which are taking troubles nearly thirty 
years here in Persia, ask your kindness 
to know me as one of your most thank- 
ful students of American girls’ school. 

“Yours truly, 
“WALKA.” 
And this is from a letter from a young 
medical missionary: 

“Our medical work here because of 
the winter has been almost entirely dis- 
pensary work, but in connection with 
my dispensary, Dr.——, from January 
14 to 31, sold 355 copies of Scripture, 
and every day reads and talks to all 
my patients, and usually there are 
Yes- 
terday, for example, Monday, I had 65 
patients and he sold 46 copies. 

“I wouldn’t change this work for any 
job on earth. If men at home only 
knew the joy of this work you would 
be overrun with applications. I’m only 
anxious for more work for unfortunate 
people. -—— is fine, but I spend too 
much. time on patients who are well 
able to go to a dozen other doctors. 
I have enough +o do there, but am 
anxious for more.” 

<= 

And this is from a missionary in 

India: 





“If you see any ‘theologs’ looking for | 
a large job, please tell them for me that | 
in all the opportunities that I might | 
aspire to in religious work in America, | 
I have seen none that approaches my | 
opportunity that I have here. May | 
| God help me to meet it as pleases Him.” 

< 

But consecrated purpose is needed | 
It is needed in our 
own lives. We have weaknesses to | 
overcome, duties to do which are dif- 
ficult, and character to achieve. The | 
| task is too great for mere ethical resolu- | 
| tion. Purpose alone, however resolute; | 
will not accomplish it. It must be pur- | 
pose which relates us to God, and makes 


room for him to enter our lives and 
work in them by his power. 
= 
Consecrated purpose is aauted in 
business and in our community - life. 
Success at any cost, competition and 


war, may ap to be advantageous 
e. the individuals whe profit them, 
but they are not for asa 


whole, or for society whose members 
must advance or recede together. Re- 
ligious motive, that is unselfish love, 
and religious principle, that is unswerv- 
ing truth and righteousness, are the 
needs of commerce and politics. This 
is not sentimentali It is hard eco- 
nomic necessity. he whole world is 
beginning to realize that its life is one, 
and that a few individuals must not be 
allowed to prey upon the well-being of 
the whole. a 


To know how and to mean well— 
these are the two elements of capable 
consecrated purpose. Increasingly we 
must ask these questions of those whom 
we employ to run our affairs. “You are 


ready to hold office? Are you? Do 
se think you are fit for it? Do you 
ve any conceit over yourself? on 


you sure your heart is pure, that 
have no venom or false heat? a 
would you do here and here and here? 
Tell us precisely. Don’t abuse others. 
Don’t throw dust in our eyes. Are you 
an unselfish man who would rather 
have some one else do it if he can? Is 
your own head clear, and are your own 
Did you ever lie? 
Could you ever?” 
b 4 


Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord, and who shall stand in his holy 
place? See Psalm 34. 


Those men and only such are fit to 


stand in any high place. 


Playing politics and “consecrated pur- 
pose” are ‘hard to ‘mix. 


But it is not hard to say “I fear God 
am gomg to-do 


“ini 


Pls x tab hard 0 do tet 


(Lesson for July'9) JUNE 24; 1916 


~ PREMILLENNIALISM 


Se er aad 


FALLEN ANGELS TAKING HUMAN FORMS 
Bas ae 


fe uenetes 


= CHRISTIAN WORKERS MAGAZINE 
150 Institute Place,. : Chicago 














THE LIFE | 
ANNUITY BONDS 


Moody Bible Institute, which 
er gh tar go: YAlapaok 


FEATURES OF. THE BONDS 


rate. Sound security. 
nahin Permanent income. 
on one or more lives. 


Fea. OF THE WORK 


Training free. 
is ‘Som rates and particulars,addPess 





New Yorx City. 





The Moody Bible Institute 
/) CHICAGO; ILLINOIS” " i 
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The 
Lord’s 
Return 


Seen in History and in Scripture 
As Imminent 


By 
Jesse Forest Silver 


Bishop Wilson T. Hogue says: 
‘*The reader will find here the 
result of long and laborious re- 
search on a subject of vast im- 
portance to the entire world. 
The author has gone to the 
very sources of Christian doc- 
trine and gathered material 
from the Apostolic Fathers and 
other ancient manuscripts in 
order to show that the creed of 
the apostles was pre-millennial, 
and that this was the faith de- 
livered unto the saints and held 
by the church. It is an ency- 
clopedia of valuable informa- 
tion condensed into a conveni- 
ent hand-book for ready ref- 
erence. Itis well analyzed and 
thoroughly indexed, and co- 
pious footnotes, with citations 
to standard authors, seal the 
entire work with the stamp of 
authority.” $1.00, postpaid. 


FOR SALE BY 
The Sunday School Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 

















OLD ORCHARD ¢ CONVENTION 


The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance 


AUGUST 414 


SPEAKERS 


PAUL RADER Chicago, 
pe CALLAU D ve NS NOLS og 
1SSIO 


Rev. A.B. Simpson, 692 Eighth Ave., New York 

a oy a 
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in the pa and Sieaaey 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS « for homes and churches sent on 


pproval. Factory prices and easy 


| terms. Send for free mr hy State which—pi or or: 
fo Williams Piano &OrzanCo.,Veot. ‘Chicceen, 























SOME ASPECTS OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 
By W. H. Griffith Thomas- B.D 


A thoughtful, well written book 
for devotional reading. The ground 
covered is that of the possibilities 
of the Christian life, of the pro- 
vision made for their realization, 
and of the protective grace flung 
around the believer, enabling him 
to hold fast to his ideals. 


Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
103t Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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